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Hanson Historical 
Society receives 
Hitchcock artifact

By Tracy F. Seelye, expreSS ediTor 
Tracy@clipperpreSS.com

HANSON – One never 
knows what surprises lay in 
store when you invite a few 
guests over for the evening.

A presentation on the con-
tributions to Colonial era med-
icine by the Rev. Gad Hitch-
cock and his son, Dr. Gad 
Hitchcock on June 6 included 
a surprise gift for the Hanson 
Historical Society – the cra-
dle used by the pastor for his 
namesake son who was born 
in 1749.   

The antique, crafted in 
cherry with precise dovetail 
joints, will be on display dur-
ing the Hanson Historical So-
ciety’s annual Strawberry Fes-
tival Friday, June 21. A crack 
in the hood of the cradle is the 
only damage sustained over 
the past 274 years. Antique 
linens were also part of the do-
nation.

During the June 6 joint 
meeting with the Hanover 
Historical Society, their ex-
ecutive director Rachel Lovett 
gave an interesting account of 
Gad Hitchcock father and son 
and their impact on local and 
national history, according to 
Hanson Historical Society co-
president Patty Norton.  

“At the conclusion of the 
presentation, they surprised 
our members by giving us the 
cradle used by Gad Hitchcock, 
the pastor, for his son, Dr. Gad 
Hitchcock,” she said. “Appar-
ently, this artifact had been in 
the possession of the Hanover 
Historical Society for many, 
many years and they thought it 
more rightly should belong to 
the Hanson Historical

Society, because both fa-
ther and son were residents of 
Hanson. It was a very gener-
ous gift.” 

Lovett had interrupted her 
talk, stating she had a surprise 
and introduced Leslie Moly-
neaux, former past president of 
Hanson Historical Society and 
current Co-President of Ha-
nover Historical Society, with 
Judith Grecco who then pre-
sented the cradle. It had been 
donated to the Hanover group 
by Catherine Tilden Philips, a 
direct relative of the younger 
Hitchcock’s mother Dorothy 
Angier.

“We have the Bonney cra-
dle,” Patty Norton said. “The 
difference is, this is made 
of cherry. Hitchcock was a 
wealthier gentleman, they only 
had one child. The Bonneys 
had three children, it’s made 
of different wood.”

“It’s in much tougher 
shape,” co-President John 
Norton said of the Bonney 
family’s cradle.

The Nortons said the arti-
fact is an important item from 
an influential family.

 “They solicited to get a 

reverend of the church, he was 
the first minister [for what had 
been Pembroke’s West Par-
ish],” John Norton said.”He 
had gone to Harvard for divin-
ity school and was supposed 
to have been an expert on the 
Bible. He also mixed [into] 
politics a lot and a lot of his 
writings found their way into 
the U.S. Constitution.”

The Rev. Hichcock also 
tended to the sick among his 
congregation, which may have 
inspired his son to become a 
doctor. 

“They think the son started 
going with his father on routes, 
mixing herbs and things like 
that,” he said.

The younger Hitchcock 
studied medicine at Harvard, 
graduating about 1768, ac-
cording to the genealogy site 
familytreemaker.genealogy.
com. Dr. Hitchcock served 
during the Revolutionary War 
as a surgeon’s mate and then 
surgeon under Col. Simeon 
Cary for a two-year enlistment 
from 1775-77. 
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The cradle made by the Rev. Gad Hitchcock for the birth of his 
namesake son in 1749 was presented to the Hanson Historical 
Society by members of the Hanover Historical Society on June 6.

Photo by Tracy Seelye


