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FROM THE EDITOR: 

It is with a heavy heart that I announce the passing of a 

long time Hanson Historical Society member and very 

dear friend of mine, George W. “Bill” Ruxton. Bill 

passed away on Wednesday, June 23, at the Brockton 

Hospital after suffering a period of failing health. Bill is 

the person who asked me to become a member of the 

HHS.  I would go to his house the first Thursday of the 

month to pick him up for the meetings, and every time, 

he would be waiting outside of his car for me. I’ve 

known Bill for over fifteen years and during that time I 

have spent countless hours taking in every word Bill said 

to me. He had that effect on everyone. I never heard the 

same story twice.  I loved listening to Bill tell stories of 

the way Hanson was “back in the day.” He was a wealth 

of knowledge and I am so fortunate to have known him. 

He will be greatly missed by all at the Hanson Historical 

Society. 

  

Wells Elliot 

By: Melinda Barclay 

Wells Elliot was a well known photographer from 

Hanson. Before making his career in photography, Wells 

worked as a steam printer for The Jordan Marsh 

Company in Boston and he also built rail cars. Wells 

was most well known for his collection of crime scene 

photos. Wells Elliot took the sole photo of Lizzie’s 

Borden’s murdered father, lying dead on a couch in the 

family home. This picture has since become well known 

throughout the country as a very controversial 

photograph with an even more controversial story 

behind it. Wells was also well known in the area for 

taking pictures from the scene of the Sturtevant murder 

in Halifax, MA.  

 

 

 

Wells Elliot’s collection of photos includes 50 glass 

negatives left to be part of Stonehill College’s collection. 

Wells contributed largely to preserving Hanson’s history 

through his photography, as many of the photos we 

cherish today were taken by Wells Elliot.  

http://www.rootsweb.com/~machanso/
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HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY CALENDAR 

                                 2010 

 

September 2
nd

 meeting                    7:00 p.m. 

At School House #4, Main St. 

Speaker: Deputy Lisa Budge-Johnson,  

Plymouth County Sherriff’s Dept. 

“Plymouth County Jails and Laws, Then & Now.” 

 

September 18
th

. Rain date: 19
th          

9:00 a.m.- 

Harvest Fair & Craft Show                3:00 p.m. 

At School House #4, Main St. 

 

October 7
th

 meeting                          7:00 p.m. 

At School House #4, Main St. 

 

Speaker: Kelly Cobble, Curator of the National 

Parks Adams Museum, to speak on the “Adams 

Women” and perhaps another Adam’s topic.  

 

November 4
th

 meeting                       7:00 p.m.Pot 

Luck Dinner at Thomas Mill. 
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Albert C. Burrage (1859-1931) 

By: Melinda Barclay 

Albert Cameron Burrage was a lawyer, philanthropist, 

politician, mining entrepreneur and horticulturalist. He 

was born in Ashburnham, Massachusetts on November 

21, 1859. He was the son of George S. and Aurelia 

Chamberlin Burrage, of English descent. Throughout his 

life, Albert moved back and forth between 

Massachusetts and California. Albert graduated from 

Harvard University in 1883 and married Alice Hathaway 

Haskell in 1885. They had four children together, Albert 

Cameron Jr., Francis H., Elizabeth A. and Russell.  

Albert was admitted to the Massachusetts bar in 1884. In 

1892, he was named counsel for the Brookline Gas Light 

Company. Thereafter, he became President of the Bay 

State Gas Company and of the Boston, South Boston, 

Dorchester and Roxbury Gas Light Companies. In 1898, 

Burrage resigned. His interests shifted from gas to 

copper mining. He was one of the founders of the Chile 

Exploration Company and the Chile Copper Company. 

He also organized the Amalgamated Copper Company. 

By the end of the century, he was regarded as one of the 

most prominent men of the era. 

Albert had a few mansions from coast to coast but by 

1899, Albert decided to build a summer retreat for 

himself and his family in Hanson, Massachusetts. Albert 

referred to his retreat as “The Needles.” Nowadays 

Hanson residents refer to this location as “Camp 

Kiwanee.” Albert was fond of the small town life and 

enjoyed his summers on the shores of Maquan Pond. On 

May 27
th
, 1907, while the Burrage family was sleeping, 

the summer residence burned to the ground. The entire 

family including Alice’s sister, Miss Sally Haskell, as 

well as six servants, managed to escape from the burning 

house. The fire was caused by an overheated furnace. 

Miss Haskell displayed tremendous heroism when she 

awakened the entire house, groping her way through the 

smoke filled rooms to rescue all. After the main house 

burned down, Albert rebuilt “The Needles” along with a 

cottage building and a stone fire station nearby, 

completing the project in 1908. 

 

By this time, Albert C. Burrage had constructed a coal-

tar dye manufacturing company in South Hanson, 

Massachusetts. To this day, the area surrounding 

Pleasant St. is known as “The Burrage,” named after 

Albert. The forty-acre site consisted of four factory 

buildings, an office, a hotel, and 34 worker cottages. 

Charles Curtis was the plant superintendent and Harry 

Fisher was the chief dye-testing chemist. The business 

was going great and in 1919, the company increased its 

capital from $500,000 to 1,000,000. 

 

On March 6, 1919, an explosion in the second floor 

laboratory set off a fire that heavily damaged the original 

plant. The property loss exceeded $200,000. The plant 

had recently been equipped with new machinery that 

was destroyed in the blaze. A few buildings were saved 

by the company’s fire brigade. Spontaneous combustion 

is the suspected cause of the fire. The Atlantic Dyestuff                                               
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Company then relocated to a 110-acre site in Newington, 

New Hampshire in 1920.  

 

“The Crest” was a hotel located in the Burrage at the 

time of the fire. It was a three story hotel made from 

cement blocks. The hotel was built in 1907 and had 22 

rooms, a lobby, and business meeting rooms. When the 

fire occurred in 1919, all that was left for businesses was 

Wheeler Reflecter, forcing the hotel to shut down since 

there was no longer a need for it. A Brockton wrecking  

 

Company demolished the hotel and took the cement 

away piece by piece. Today, the stairs leading up to the 

hotel are all that remain of “The Crest.” 

Albert Burrage, who for twenty years was a prominent 

part-time residence of Hanson, decided after the blaze, to 

sell his beloved summer retreat to the Camp Fire Girls, 

and relocate his business never to return. The Town of 

Hanson purchased the property in 1979. Camp Kiwanee 

has been a place of entertainment for Hanson residents 

since. It’s a wonder Mr. Burrage ever chose Hanson to 

set up residency in Hanson to begin with. After all, he 

owned lavish mansions throughout the country. Maybe 

there is something to be said about Hanson’s serenity.  

Information source for story: Calder, E. Looking Back. 

Hanson: The Hanson Arts Lottery Council. Massachusetts: 

The Massachusetts Arts Lottery Council. 

ColorantsHistory.Org. The New York Times, published May 

28th, 1907. Pictorial History of the Town of Hanson. The 

Hanson Pictorial History Committee. Hanson, Ma: 1962. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THE NATIVE AMERICAN GRINDING STONE 

By: Melinda Barclay 

There was an ancient Native American Path or “Tunk” 

that connected Mattakeesett with “The Bridgewater 

Path.” Countless Native Americans walked this path 

daily for what is believed to have been thousands of 

years. In fact, the Tunk was walked so many times that 

remnants can still be found throughout Hanson including 

a path that is now in The Great Cedar Swamp. 

  

Melinda Barclay at the grinding stone. Note the hole in the 

stone where the Native’s would grind their corn. 

 

Along the Tunk, hidden deep in the woods, is a Native 

American grinding stone that most residents of Hanson 

have never heard of. The grinding stone is located today 

on what is the Hanson Rod and Gun Club’s property on 

Elm St. The stone is protected for now, from developers 

who have wanted to move the stone in the past. Anytime 

this has happened, local historians have thankfully 

stepped in to preserve it. According to local Town 

Historian’s, the Natives on their long walks after 

gathering corn, would meet at the stone and grind their 

corn together. They would also play music, eat, and 

relax. The grinding stone is still in perfect condition, and 

hopefully will remain so for many years to come.  
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Looking Back at Bonney Hill in the 1800’s 

By: Bruce R.Young 

Located in part at one of the highest elevations in 

Plymouth County and devoid of commercial 

development, Bonney Hill has remained throughout its 

existence a distinctly unique, well preserved, and 

historic section of our Community. In 1830, ten years 

after Hanson had become a town, its first nominative 

map was published. This map shows six farmsteads of 

note in this area, including one within what is now the 

former Plymouth County Hospital Property.  Two of 

these are said to date to the mid-18
th
 Century. The house 

at 457 High Street was built by John Gould but held for 

many years by the Thomas family. In 1834, the widow 

Celia Thomas owned the home which town records 

show was valued at $200.00, also a barn at $30.00, two 

cows, a swine and eleven acres of land. The house at 334 

High Street was built by Nathaniel Simmons, and was 

later owned by Elijah Damon, and by 1834 Benjamin 

Tubbs held this farm. His house, then valued at $150.00 

and barn ($40.00) were located here, and he owned a 

horse, a cow, and a swine, and multiple fields of tillage, 

mowing, pasture, wood lot, and swamp totaling 26 acres. 

One of the surviving Bonney Houses on the hill is at 374 

High Street, and is said to have been built in 1789 by 

Joseph Bonney for his son Ezekiel. By 1834, Ezekiel 

and Ezekiel Jr. held the property jointly, each reporting a 

$150.00 share of the house and a $75.00 share of the 

barn. The senior Ezekiel held about 50 acres of land, 

three cows, eighteen sheep, a swine, a horse, and four 

oxen. This was an exceptionally high reporting of owned 

animals for a person residing in the Town of Hanson at 

that time. His son reported ownership of 30 acres, a cow, 

and a chaise.  

During the mid nineteenth century when a housing boom 

occurred in Hanson, the number of houses on Bonney 

Hill expanded as well, virtually doubling by 1856 but 

then stabilizing for the next thirty years. Surviving 

houses dating to this period of expansion include those 

built by George F. Stetson at 300 High Street, and by 

Stetson for his son Jeremiah in about 1855 at 303 High 

Street, and by Henry Cobb at 481 High Street. Tax 

information for 1879 shows a continued popularity of 

small-scale agricultural activity among property owners 

here. Three members of the Bonney family remained 

here as farmers, including Josiah, Ezekiel, and George, 

and they were joined by Thomas Bourne, Erastus Tubbs, 

Benjamin Thomas, John Keene, and Stephen Estes. Each 

owned a house and barn and several owned other 

outbuildings, another barn, a hen house, or a shoe shop. 

Their acreage was surprisingly uniform, with most 

holding about 30 acres each, with only Tubbs with 45 

acres, and Ezekiel Bonney, with 85 acres, varying from 

this pattern. Animal holdings during this time period 

remained small in number, with one resident reporting 

no animals, two reporting only a horse, three residents 

with a horse and a cow, and only Ezekiel Bonney and 

Tubbs reporting more than one cow. 

 

Moving on to the last years of the 19
th
 century on 

Bonney Hill, we find the number of houses made its 

greatest increase, doubling again by 1903. Tax and 

directory data for that year demonstrate how 

representative of Hanson the Bonney Hill area was. A 

range of common employments are found here, 

combining small-scaled agriculture, here very often 

poultry farming, with work in local factories of 

manufacture. Many other residents of this time period 

also reported small lots of land and hen houses. Miss 

Anna Wheeler and Miss Annie Bass of 223 High Street 

owned two hen houses and reported no occupation. So 

too, Mrs. Emma Estes reported no job outside her home 

at 329 High Street, but owned a house, barn, and wood 

shed, hen house, and an acre of land. George Soule, a 

box maker, with bookkeeper Marcia Soule as a boarder, 

owned a house, a barn, hen house and one acre of land. 

George Langhill, a carpenter who may have designed his 

own distinctive house at the corner of High Street, and 

Pierce Avenue, owned a house, hen house, wood shed, a 
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shop and two acres. Another builder, Clinton E. Calder 

constructed a number of buildings at the south end of 

High Street on the east side of the street, including 142 

High Street where he probably lived in 1903, reporting a 

house and hen house on a half acre lot. The only 

individual who described himself as a farmer during this 

period was John Scates, the Town Clerk and Treasurer 

who owned the house at 321 High Street.  

 

In addition to his home valued at $750.00, he also owned 

a stable at $250.00, at $40.00 shed at a $15.00 hen 

house. Scates owned over sixteen acres of land and two 

cows. Most female heads of household during this time 

reported no occupation, but Mrs. Eben Page held over 

twenty-three acres of fields.  

The First Quarter of the 20
th
 century brought more 

development to Bonney Hill as ten more houses were 

added in the next dozen years, both small houses and a 

handful of larger houses for the first time. The elevation 

of the Hill also attracted a range of other uses as well, 

with the addition of the fire tower in 1913 and the 

Plymouth County Hospital, which opened in 1919. 

Development at similar scales continued in the area with 

a handful of homes added in the post war years.  

We thank the History Consulting team of Claire 

Dempsey and Laura Dremeyer, whose compilation made 

this article possible.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

The Caleb Barker estate on Whitman St., Hanson.
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The Carriage Painter 

By: Melinda Barclay 

Long before the days of auto body garages, one Hanson 

resident stood out as the town’s very own carriage 

painter. His name was Joseph White from North Hanson. 

Joseph established his business on Willow St. (now 

called West Washington St.) in 1833. He was well 

known in the area for being talented and for mastering 

the art of carriage painting. Joseph’s carriage shop was 

quite large, with a long driveway made of wooden 

incline planks that led up to the second floor. The 

carriages could dry better up there, being exposed to the 

least amount of dust. 

First, Joseph would scrub and wash the carriages.  He 

would then sand down any rough paint until the carriage 

was completely smooth. For his finishing touches, he 

would add a coat of varnish and also eye catching 

stripes, placed in a well thought out location. Back in 

those days, adding a stripe to a carriage was considered 

an art and Joseph White was considered one of very few 

who could do it well. Carriage painting is now a long 

gone tradition in Hanson. 

Information source for story: Calder, E. Looking Back. 

Hanson: The Hanson Arts Lottery Council. Massachusetts: 

The Massachusetts Arts Lottery Council. 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

-In 1844, two prominent Massachusetts statesmen, John 

Quincy Adams and Daniel Webster, rode the Old 

Colony Railroad on its inaugural run from Boston to 

Plymouth. 

-In 1925, since the trolley service was suspended, the 

town adopted bus transportation for the individuals in 

High School. 

-John Scates, a former Hanson Town Clerk, is most 

remembered in Hanson for his valiant military service 

during the Civil War. He enlisted in the first 

Massachusetts Infantry in 1861. He fought at Bull Run, 

Malvern Hill, Wilderness, and Spotsylvania. He served 

as Commander of Hanson’s GAR post for 19 years. John 

died in Hanson in 1931. He was the town’s last 

surviving Civil War Veteran. 

 

 

-Hanson’s Cranland Airport was established in Hanson 

in 1960. 

 

 

 

-Abington builder Charles Bonney constructed Town 

Hall in 1872.  



The Hanson Historical Society 
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