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BOOTLEGGING IN HANSON 

By: Melinda Barclay 

 

In 1923, Hanson had an underground operation for the illegal distribution of “Moonshine Still.” The spacious alcohol distilling 

plant was located off of Hudson Street, near Poor Meadow Lane. This was an ideal location due to the fact that it was only 

accessible from the local highway by ox carts.  In 1923, the United States was in the middle of its Prohibition Era. Prohibition 

in this country made the manufacturing, sale and consumption of, transportation, the import and export as well as the 

consumption of alcohol and alcoholic beverages against the law. 

The operators of the “Moonshine Still” were continuously hauling heavy supplies of sugar and grain from South Hanson, down 

Elm St., and on to Hudson. This eventually aroused the suspicions of Hanson Police Chief, John H. Ibbitson. The Chief decided 

to launch an investigation. He was able to figure out what was really happening before the culprits caught on to his discrete 

investigation. Chief Ibbitson contacted the Internal Revenue Bureau and together with the Police Chief of East Bridgewater and 

Whitman, the team was able to raid the plant. The Federal Government prosecuted the operators of the facility. Throughout the 

next year, the “Moonshine Still’s product” was passed throughout the homes in Hanson, whose occupants enjoyed the alcohol 

with their neighbors.  

                                 

  
         Chief John H. Ibbitson (left foreground), officer Fred Brown, Whitman’s Chief of Police Leroy Phinney, and officers 

         Cyril Ibbitson, Franklin Phinney, and Edwin Churchill. 

 

 

EARLY COBBLERS 

By: Melinda Barclay 

 

Hanson had many small, individual cobbler shops in the 

early 1800’s. They were family owned and operated. Fathers 

would teach their young sons the trade and soon enough, the 

boys would be making entire shoes by themselves. When the 

boys completed a pair of shoes, the women would do all of 

the stitching. Hanson had two major locations in  

               

               

                                  
 

which shoes were being manufactured. The owners of these 

locations on Maquan and High St. were Isaac Foster and 

Benjamin Thomas.  Unfortunately, as with most other small 

businesses in town in the late 1800’s, the small shoe industry 

quickly became replaced by the larger companies.

http://www.rootsweb.com/~machanso/
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Spooky Places in Hanson 

By: Michelle Stone 

 

With the Hanson Historical Society's paranormal night just 

around the corner, now is a great time to take a look at some 

of the most interesting places for paranormal research in 

Hanson, Massachusetts. This small town is home to 

countless ghost stories and areas that just seem ripe for 

hauntings. That is not to say that they really are haunted, but 

that is what paranormal research is all about -- finding out if 

something might linger in a place beyond the physical 

realm. 

 

Camp Kiwanee 

 

No one who has grown up in Hanson is unfamiliar with 

Camp Kiwanee. It is an integral part of our town. People get 

married, camp, hike, picnic, swim and tell ghost stories 

there. It is actually the setting for quite a few Hanson ghost 

tales. Those of us who were taught by Mr. Blauss would tell 

you that a lonely, dejected woman named Alice Burrage, the 

niece of the original owner Albert Burrage,  hung herself -- 

or was hung by someone else -- there on her wedding night. 

There are also stories of unsavory things lurking in the water 

at Camp Kiwanee, such as skeletons. Throughout the years, 

Groundskeepers at the camp have also told strange 

happenings such as hand dyers and lights going on and off,  

seemingly on their own.   No one knows for sure if any of 

this is true, but it makes for great stories around campfires 

and a good reason to conduct paranormal research.  

      

 

 

        
                 The Needles Lodge, Camp Kiwanee 

 

 

Note: Camp Kiwanee is owned by the Town of Hanson. 

Please do not trespass during your quest for ghosts. You can 

try to obtain permission from the town or pay to camp there 

for the night.  

 

         
                         The Plymouth County Hospital 

         

The Plymouth County Hospital is arguably the best place for 

paranormal research in Hanson. It is creepy and abandoned. 

It is also decaying and best of all for paranormal researchers, 

it was once a hospital for the terminally ill. Unfortunately, it 

is owned by the town of Hanson and considered dangerous 

to enter. There is no trespassing allowed and it will be 

difficult to get permission to conduct paranormal research 

there, but you must have it before attempting to enter.  

 

The Plymouth County Hospital is located off High St. Just 

after the top of Bonney Hill, when coming from Main St., 

there is a quaint entrance accented by stone walls on either 

side. This entrance leads down a decrepit paved road. At the 

end of this long road, a curve leads off to the left. From here, 

you can see the Plymouth County Hospital, which looks like 

a random Spanish villa in the middle of a New England 

forest.  

 

As you get closer to the Plymouth County Hospital, there is 

a small paved rotary with an empty flagpole in the center. 

From there, it is plain to see that the building is falling to 

ruin. Knowing the building's history, it is easy to imagine 

the ghosts of children dead from tuberculosis hovering 

behind the windows. Even in broad daylight, it is an eerie 

place. What Spanish style abandoned tuberculosis hospital 

in the middle of the woods would not be eerie? 

 

    
                  Stetson Burial Ground, Monponsett St. 

These are the two most interesting places for paranormal 

research in Hanson. However, Hanson has a rich Native 

American history and many barely visible graveyards sit in 

the woods waiting for someone to come along and spot an 

orb around a grave. There are also several reportedly 

haunted houses in Hanson where paranormal research might 

yield results, but just like a mythical vampire, you have to be 

invited in first.  
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENTS: 

 

From all reports our trolley car ride was a successful event. Everyone seems to have enjoyed the day. Our next meeting is 

Thursday, September 1
st
, just before the Labor Day weekend, so please mark your calendars. We have an interesting 

presentation planned by Wayne Nye from the Massachusetts Paranormal Society who will speak specifically on findings in the 

Hanson area.  It should be very interesting. 

 

Our next “major” event will be our Harvest Festival, scheduled for Saturday, September 17
th

 (Rain date, September 18
th

 ) 

9AM to 3PM.  This is an important fund raiser for our organization, so please begin to look for items that we can use in our flea 

market/yard sale.  As always, this event will require the hard work of several volunteers, so if you can spare some time that 

Saturday, please consider volunteering. 

 

This issue of The Tunk, marks the end of its second year. Once again, thanks go to our editor, Melinda Barclay, for her 

hard work on our behalf.  Many, many people continue to tell us that they wait for their copy with great anticipation. 

 

John and Patty Norton 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY CALENDAR 

                               2011 

Held at the School House #4 unless otherwise stated 

 

September 1
st
 meeting                                 7:00 p.m. 

Speaker: Wayne Nye , Massachusetts Paranormal Society 

 

September 17
th
 rain date 18

th          
         9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Harvest Fair & Craft Show 

 

October 6
th

 meeting                                 7:00 p.m. 

Speaker: TBA 
  

November 3
rd 

meeting                                 6:30   p.m. 

Pot Luck dinner at Thomas Mill 

  

 

HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY CALENDAR 

                                   2012 

April 5
th
 meeting           7:00 p.m. 

Speaker: 

 

May 3
rd

 Annual Turkey Dinner         6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

At Camp Kiwanee  Speaker: 

 

June 7
th

 meeting           7:00 p.m. 

Speaker: 

 

June 14
th
             about 5:30 p.m. 

Strawberry Prep. Night 

 

June 15
th
 Strawberry Festival         5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

August 2
nd

 meeting          7:00 p.m. 

 

 

    

 
 

 

                  HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

                         BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

                               2011- 2012 
 

              John & Patty Norton     -   Co-Presidents 

              tel # 781 294-8645 

          e-mail: pnorton31@comcast.net 
  

         Allan Clemons                      Vice President 

         Cathy Bergeron                     Secretary 

         Richard & Betsy Blake         Treasurer 

         Mary Blauss Edwards           Webmaster/Curator 

         Melinda Barclay                    Director at Large 

         Bruce Young                          Member at large 

         Mark Vess                              Member at large 

mailto:pnorton31@comcast.net
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The Old South Grammar School & Hanson Grange Hall 

                Its Past and Uncertain Future 

 

By: Bruce Young 

 

The former Old South Grammar School on Main Street 

holds a unique place in Hanson history, for not only did it 

serve as Hanson’s first “Two Room School House”, but it 

continued to serve the community beginning in 1941 as the 

home of Hanson Grange number 209, part of the Nation’s 

oldest Agricultural Organization. Since the continued 

existence of this historic and once active building is now in 

doubt, now is a very good time to examine its history. 

 

 
                          The Hanson Grange 

 

The story begins in 1860, when the first school on this site 

was moved here from the intersection of Pleasant and South 

Street. Said to be one of the first Primary Schools in Hanson, 

that structure was moved again in 1881 after being acquired 

by ET.Clark to be used as a storehouse. The 2
nd

 schoolhouse 

to occupy this site was built by Edward Pendleton in 1881 at 

a cost of $1,248.00. Pendleton’s building was a one story, 

front gabled schoolhouse with two entries on the gable end. 

By the year 1902, there were 30 students enrolled in this, the 

2nd schoolhouse to occupy this site. Two years later, plans 

were made to alleviate some of the overcrowding in the 

school system. This would be accomplished in 1907 by 

moving the Old South Grammar School from its site on 

Main Street, and relocating it to Reed Street. A new 

building, Hanson’s first two-room schoolhouse would then 

be built on the Main Street site. To realize this plan, more 

land would be needed. So an additional half-acre of land was 

acquired through the generosity of Arthur F. Sampson, and 

also box and lumber King John Foster, who deeded over the 

necessary land for a total of $2.00, provided of course that 

the town erect, keep and repair all necessary fences.  The 

cost of the new building would be $4,750 and would be 

constructed by C. Gilman Whiting a South Hanson 

Contractor.  The School Committee voted that the Town 

Hall would be used for school purposes only while the 

school was being built. By the time the new South Grammar 

School was built and ready to be occupied in 1908, the cost 

was overdrawn by $1,221.  

 

               

It appears that in 1908, all was not well in the Hanson 

School System. The State Board of Education came to 

Hanson and made an examination of the High School 

Students. Ten out of the 27 failed the exam! In that year, the 

Superintendent submitted a detailed fourteen page report 

covering every inadequacy of the Hanson Schools, including 

excessive costs for results obtained, a High School for 

Hanson, hindrances to progress, outbuildings, pensions for 

the future, and consolidations. The Town meeting had a 

resolution about this report. They disagreed with it, and 

shortly thereafter the Superintendent resigned on March 2, 

1908. The School Committee resigned shortly thereafter.  

                    
                          The South Grammar School 

 

When the new South Grammar School was opened, the 

students finally left the temporary school at the Town Hall, 

and they were joined at the new school by some of the 9
th
 

Grade Students. That brought the total student enrollment of 

the two-room building to 70. By 1923 enrollment at the 

school had increased to 104, and to alleviate the 

overcrowding situation in the School System, the Town 

eventually constructed its first modern 4 room School 

Building, called the Washington Street School in 1924. The 

building of its “Sister School” the L.Z. Thomas School in 

1928, an almost exact copy of the Washington Street School 

followed this.  

 

                           
                                      L.Z. Thomas 

    

In 1930, cranberry king Marcus Urann was approached to 

sell more land for the use of the South Grammar School. He 

declined, but told the School Committee that the children 

could use the land for a playground. Gradually, due to the 

building of the new L.Z. Thomas School, the housing of 

students at the South Grammar School became unnecessary, 

maintenance of the building during the Depression was 

curtailed, and the building was closed by the Building 

Inspector in 1939. 

 

By 1941, seeing no future need of the Building as a School 

House, an article was placed on the March 3
rd

 Town 

Meeting Warrant to raise and appropriate the sum of $600 to 

raze the old South Grammar School and fill in the cellar 

excavation. The Town meeting voted in the affirmative. 

However, there must have been mixed feelings in the town 

about this action, because only two months later on May 

12
th
, another Town Meeting was called to reverse this action.  

(cont. on next page) 
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(cont. from previous page) 

 

Instead, the Old South Grammar School and property was 

sold for the sum of $1.00 to the Hanson Grange, Patrons of 

Husbandry, No. 209, with the deed to stipulate that should 

the Grange have no further use for the property, it shall 

revert back to the Town.  This was presumably the end of 

our story, and the reversion rights were written about in the 

Town History, but it seems that history is not always the 

way it was written about.  Roll forward six more years to 

1947, it seems that the Grange wanted to make 

improvements and put an addition on the existing building. 

For this purpose they approached the Whitman Savings 

Bank for a Mortgage of $6,000. This presumably resulted in 

a ten minute, one article Town Meeting that was called for 

March 18
th

 of that year. The meeting was called to order at 

8:15PM; the article was then quickly voted. Article one, 

struck the restriction from the original 1941 deed calling for 

the property to revert to the ownership of the Town if it was 

no longer needed by the Grange, and instead inserting the 

phrase “the Town shall have first refusal rights on the 

property.” 

Now this may not have seemed like a big deal in 1941, but 

given the value of an acre and a half of buildable land using 

2011 standards, this change was enormous!  Especially since 

the Hanson Grange eventually turned in its Charter in 2005 , 

and ownership reverted to the Massachusetts Grange which 

put the Grange Hall and the land up for sale, and at a Town  

Meeting in 2006, the Voters at a Town Meeting were given 

the chance to exercise their “First Refusal Rights” and meet 

an offer of a little over $100,000 for the property. This 

option was turned down, and the building and property 

remain in the hands of the National Grange Association. 

Sadly, we who recognize its rich historical contribution to 

Hanson’s past, are now powerless, as we watch this once 

proud structure, continue to deteriorate, from what appears 

to be a total lack of necessary upkeep, basic repair and 

maintenance. It’s very sad and blighted appearance is now 

obvious to all who pass by this very visible Main Street 

location.  

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Mayflower Grove 

By: Melinda Barclay 

 

Many Hanson residents, as well as the surrounding 

communities, thoroughly enjoyed weekend excursions to a 

local amusement park named, Mayflower Grove. This 

amusement park, like so many others during this time, was 

sponsored by the local railroad companies who were trying 

to draw more crowds in on the weekends. The park was 

conveniently located down the street from where the 

Brockton and Plymouth St. railway passed and also on a 

small grove on Little Sandy Pond in Bryantville, 

Massachusetts.  

The Grove offered swings, bath houses, slides, merry-go-

rounds, a dance hall and even an open air theatre with rustic 

seating. The cost of a decent seat in the theatre would be a 

mere nickel. If you wished to reserve a seat for yourself and 

your family and/or loved ones, the cost was twenty-five 

cents.  The actors who performed at The Grove’s theatre 

would stay all season long in a hotel built for the staff. At 

the end of the season, people from all over would come to 

Mayflower Grove for a Baby Show. During this show, the 

judges would choose who the best looking baby was. There 

was also a bicycle race held that went from Whitman all the 

way to the Grove. 

     

                Mayflower Grove. Bryantville, Mass. 

Wells Elliot, a local photographer from Hanson, MA held an 

excursion launch at Little Sandy. You could pay six cents 

for a lap around the lake. Wells stated that “nowhere could 

be found a more beautiful sheet of water.” 

     

           

                                Albert Curtis Reed 

Mayflower Grove will be remembered by the local Townies 

as a great recreational place for family fun. It will go down 

in history though, as the first and last teenage summer job of 

Albert Cushing Reed. Albert is world famous for being the 

first person in history to make a transatlantic flight in his 

NC-4 flying boat, in 1919.  Albert also worked as a ticket 

collector on the merry-go-round at Mayflower Grove. 

Although the park has been gone for many years, the 

hundreds of dense cottages which were built as a result of 

the tourist attraction still stand as a reminder to this day of 

what once was. 

Information Source for story: Calder, E. Looking Back. Hanson: The Hanson Arts 

Lottery Council. Massachusetts :The Massachusetts Arts Lottery Council & HHS’s 

personal archives.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

HANSON TRIVIA: 

 

1. What is the intersection of Spring and Winter streets known as? 

2. Who was the first pastor of the Hanson Congregational Church? 

3. What was the name of the Abington builder who constructed Hanson’s Town Hall? 

4. In what year was The Atlantic Dye Company, part of Burrage Industries, ravaged by a fire? Hint: This is also the year 

The Plymouth County Hospital was dedicated. 

5. What does the word “Massachusetts” mean? 

 

 

ANSWERS: 

1. Cox’s Corner 

2. Gad Hitchcock 

3. Charles Bonney 

4. 1919 

5. “Great Hill Country.” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Albert_Cushing_Read.jpg
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    HAPPY 50
th

 ANNIVERSARY TO THE HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY! 

 

The Hanson Historical society held its first meeting in March, 1961. This year, we have proudly celebrated our 50
th

 year 

anniversary as a Society. On Oct 3, 1963, the HHS held its first meeting at the Schoolhouse #4. This exact location is 

where the group continues to meet to this very day.  

 

                                      

                                  The Schoolhouse #4 

 

 

Historic Landmarks 

 

                         
 

                                      

               Hanson Town Hall prior to the additions                                                                          Wampatuck Hall 

                                    

                        Thomas Hall                                                                   Grand Army Hall    



The Hanson Historical Society 

P.O. BOX 52 

Hanson, MA 02341. 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Yes! I want to support the Hanson Historical Society by becoming a member with my annual dues-

April thru November.  

 

NAME:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STREET:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

TOWN:________________________________STATE______________ZIP_________________ 

 

PHONE:____(____)______________________ EMAIL:________________________________ 

 

RENEWAL:_____________________________NEW MEMBER:_________________________ 

 

Individual $7.00__________________ Family $10.00______________ Business:_____________ 

 

 

Date:_____________          Thank You! 

 

                               Mail your check made out to the Hanson Historical Society 

                      & mail to: Hanson Historical Society, P.O. Box #52, Hanson, Ma 02341. 
 

 



 


