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A message from the HHS Presidents: 
 

You are reading the first of what we hope will be many editions of the new Hanson Historical Society newsletter. In the 

past, these were just a brief summary of club activities written by Pat or me, with little preparation time or cost, but costing the 

organization a lot of postage. Since the onset of our involvement we had hoped to one day create a different newsletter, one that 

contained interesting pictures and stories of people and invents in Hanson’s past, that would be interesting to our membership 

and frankly, worth the postage. Unfortunately, we had neither the talent nor the time for such an undertaking.  

 

This year, we were fortunate to get a new member, Melinda Barclay, who was willing to undertake this project. She has 

been aided in her search for content by some of our members who we would like to thank, Bruce Young, Alan Clemmons, and 

Rodney Brunsell. We will attempt to publish this newsletter three times each year, each one covering three months of our 

meeting season. Obviously, the cost of printing this paper will be more, but the savings from the reduced number of mailings 

will make this effort almost cost neutral to our organization. And our members will get a much better newsletter than in the past.  

 

We and the other members of the Hanson Historical Society owe Melinda a great deal of thanks for volunteering to 

attempt such a thankless task. The only downside we can conceive is that our members will no longer get a meeting reminder in 

the mail each month, but instead will have to mark your calendars using the activities schedule in each issue. A small price,  

indeed, for the opportunity to read and keep stories from our past.  

 

Enjoy! 

 

Pat & John Norton 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Counterfeiters in Hanson 

 

By: Melinda Barclay 

 

In the decade of the Great Depression, an individual from 

Boston conceived the idea of creating fake silver half dollars 

out of heavy solid silverware. Hanson being a quite small 

town seemed like and ideal location to begin operations 

going unnoticed. The individuals involved rented a spacious 

barn at The E. Perkins House on 324 Holmes St. near the 

intersection of County Rd and began their criminal 

activities. They first created a section near the back of the 

barn making  it so that anyone peering around would believe 

that they were looking at the end of the building. Behind this 

wall they set up their stamping press and starting 

manufacturing genuine looking half dollars and 50 cent 

pieces. It was routine for the  counterfeiters to take the train 

from North Hanson with a suitcase full of the fake half 

dollars, distribute them around New York City, pick up 

silverware to create more fake money and then return to 

North Hanson. Their repeated purchasing of used silverware  

 

 

 

caused shop keepers to become suspicious. They reported 

the individuals to the Federal Bureau of Intelligence who 

had been trying to trace the source of the counterfeit half 

dollars for quite a bit of time and had been very pleased to 

have a solid lead. With the help of the Hanson Police Force, 

the FBI located the manufacturers and raided the barn 

capturing the members of the counterfeiting enterprise. 

Incidentally, the counterfeit half dollars had a greater silver 

content than the genuine half dollars of the time.  

Information Source for Story: Calder, E. Looking Back. Hanson: The Hanson Arts Lottery Council. Massachusetts :The Massachusetts Arts Lottery  Council.                                  

 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~machanso/
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Hanson’s “Christopher Columbus of the Air” 

By: Melinda Barclay 

Albert Cushing Read was born in Lyme New Hampshire on March 29, 

1887. A few years later, Albert’s family moved to house on the corner 

of Main St. and High St. in Hanson, Massachusetts where Albert 

would remain throughout his childhood. Albert’s father, Reverend 

Joseph B. Read, was the pastor of the Hanson Baptist Church from 

1872-1883 and again from 1898 to 1900. Up until 1913, his mother 

was the Baptist Sunday School Superintendent. As a young boy, 

Albert had quite  bit of ambition. Albert’s made extra money during 

school vacation by collecting the fares for the merry-go-round at 

Mayflower Grove in Bryantville.  Albert attended the Hanson public 

school system and went on to graduate from Whitman High School.  

In 1903, Albert Read was the third alternate nominated to the U.S 

Naval Academy. The principal alternate failed his Physical 

Examination while the first and second failed the mental evaluation. 

He was then accepted into the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis. He 

graduated with high honors in the class of 1907. While serving with 

the fleet, Albert studied flying extensively. When the Navy opened its   

first training school in Pensacola, 1912, he was among the first to be  

selected for training. After finishing training in 1915, Albert was 

appointed Naval Aviator No. 24. When he served aboard the first 

Naval ship provided with aircraft, the USS Carolina, Albert would 

make numerous Catapult-takeoffs       

When America entered the war in 1917, the navy ordered a series of 

large Navy-Curtiss flying boats with the intension of delivering them 

to Europe by flying them across the Atlantic. Their wings spanned a 

length greater than Wright’s first flight. Their hulls resembled large 

covered lifeboats. They were the first four engine planes built in 

America. Before they were finished, the war ended abruptly. Albert 

went on to marry Bess Anderson Burdine on January 30, 1918. 

 

The Navy decided to use the fleet of planes made of wire, canvas and 

wood to attempt the world’s first transatlantic flight. The route began 

in Long Island, went up to Nova Scotia, proceeded to New Foundland, 

then southeastward across the Atlantic via the Azores to Portugal, 

where they would finish in England. Destroyers were to be positioned 

along the route and produce black smoke to mark the route in the 

daytime. At night the destroyers were to point their searchlights 

windward and fire star shells every now and then to identify 

themselves. He was placed in command of NC-4 and its crew of five. 

Before the mission began, trouble followed the tem. A mechanic lost a 

hand spinning a propeller. Fire broke out, threatening the destruction 

of the flying boats.  

 

 

By May 8
th

, the crew was ready for departure.  Four leaf clovers were 

given to the men as the flying boats were pulled down the track. The 

engine thundered loudly as the planes glided and taxied into the bay. 

Cheers arose from the crowd as they sped down the long stretch of 

water. They were out over the ocean when Albert realized an oil leak 

and had to cut off the engine. A few minutes later, another engine 

threw a connecting rod and he made to make a forced landing on the 

open sea, some 80 miles East of Cape Cod. Unable to secure help, he 

taxied through the waves for hours, and reached Chatham Naval Air 

Station on Cape Cod safely. The crew fixed the oil leak and headed for 

Tresspassey on 3 engines. 

On May 16
th
, 1919, around 6:00 p.m. the 3 flying boats were prepared 

at Trespasseys harbor, Newfoundland. The runway was aligned with 

townspeople and ship decks were crowded as each of the flying boats 

took off down the narrow harbor. After dawn, they encountered a large 

fog bank and visibility dropped. The fog was so thick, the plane 

dripped water continuously. The NC-1 and the NC-3 became lost and 

landed on the open ocean. The NC-1 taxied for 5 hrs and was then 

rescued by a steamer. The NC-3, commanded by John S. Rowers, was 

forced to drift-sail in their flying boat over 200 miles of ocean trying 

to reach the Azores. Albert’s crew completed the flight safely. When 

he was sure the other crews were had reached safety, the NC-4 took 

off for Lisbon. Fog was an issue again but he landed safely, being the 

first to ever cross the Atlantic by air.  

 The guns of the fort sent echoing booms across the harbor. His crew 

was taken aboard the USS Rochester where they were greeted by Navy 

and Portuguese officials. Albert was presented the Portuguese Award 

of the Commander of Military Order of the Tower and Sword. They 

then took off for Pymouth, England, arriving on May, 31. They were 

received with a royal welcome by the Mayor of Plymouth and were 

honored during a two week tour of  England and France. The British 

presented him the Royal Air Force Cross for his major historic flight. 

When the crew returned home to America, they were greeted in 

Washington by Navy officials. Albert was awarded the Distinguished 

Service Medal as well as a special medal to commemorate the NC-4 

flight.  

Hanson’s Albert Read had linked the continents by air in 26 hours and 

51 minutes of flying time. He was called the “Christopher Columbus 

of the air.” Albert and his crew then made a tour of the country in the 

NC-4. Returning to regular Navy Aviation duty, he successfully served 

in numerous important commands until WWII when he became chief 

of the Air Technical Training in Chicago and then commanded the 

Navy air activities in Norfolk until the end of the war. For his service, 

he was awarded the Legion of Merit. He retired a Rear Admiral.  

Albert passed away on Oct. 10, 1967. He is buried at Arlington 

National Cemetery. 

Information Source for story: http://www.arlingtoncemetery.net/acread.htm; Calder, 

E. Looking Back. Hanson: The Hanson Arts Lottery Council. Massachusetts :The 

Massachusetts Arts Lottery  Council.                                  
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HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 2010                                                                      

 

Meetings held at School House #4 

Main St. Hanson, Ma.  

April 1st Meeting                                                      7:00p.m. 

Our speaker will be from the Brockton Rox baseball  

team. Some lucky meeting attendee will win four  

reserved seats to the game of their choice, as a door prize. 

 

May 6th                                                                    6:30 p.m. 

Annual Meeting at Camp Kiwanee    

Speaker TBA, several interesting ones under consideration. 

 

June 3rd Meeting                                                    7:00 p.m. 

The planned speaker is Brian Reynolds who is going to  

discuss “Native Americans of Lakeville.” 

 

June 17                                                                     6:30 p.m. 

Strawberry Prep. Night                                     

 

June 18th                                                                                                

Strawberry Festival                                               5:00p.m.- 

                                                                                8:00 p.m. 

 

August 5th Meeting                                               7:00 p.m. 

Speaker TBA 

 

September 2nd Meeting                                        7:00 p.m. 

We hope to have Kelly Cobble, Curator of the National 

Parks  

Adams Museum, to speak on the “Adams Women” or 

another 

Adams topic. 

 

September (to be announced                               9:00 a.m.- 

Harvest Fair & Craft Show                                     3:00 p.m. 

Rain Date September (to be announced) 

 

October 7th Meeting                                               7:00 p.m. 

 

November 4th Meeting                                           6:30 p.m. 

Pot Luck Dinner at Thomas Mill 

 
 

 

 

 
Hanson Historical Society Board 

 

2009-2010 
 

John Norton, co-president 

Patty Norton, co-president 
31 Indian Path, Hanson, Ma 02341 

781-294-8645 

 
Allen Clemons, vice president 

 

Kathy Bergeron, secretary 
 

Betsy and Richard Blake, treasurer  

 
Rodney Brunsell, curator 

 

Bruce Young, board member 
 

Mark Vess, board member 

 
Harold Towne, board member 
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Trolley Town 

By: Melinda Barclay 

 

On July 17
th

 of 1900, an electric street railway line began 

running from Whitman, through Hanson, and into 

Bryantville.The trolley entered Hanson on Perry Ave, went 

to Winter St, following up to Spring St. It then swung 

around to Washington St, Liberty and continued down High 

St. The electric trolley would then turn left on Main St, 

making its way to the Pembroke Line by Mayflower Grove 

in Bryantville. The very first day of opening, everyone in 

town got to ride for free, all day long. Residents loved this 

modern marvel. 

 

 

By 1910, the electric rails had made their way in Brockton 

all the way down to Kingston. It all became part of the 

Brockton and Plymouth Street Railway Company. Hanson 

had three official stops for their trolley line. The stops were 

made at Town Hall Corner, Hardings Corner and Cushings 

corner. Each stop had their own shelter from the New 

England weather. 

 

 

 

The line had white poles marked at different spots in town 

where a passenger could flag down the trolley driver to 

either get on or off the electric car. There were a number of 

turn outs along the route since it was a single track line 

therefore, allowing the cars coming from the other direction 

to pass safely. There were 6 individual turnouts throughout 

Hanson; 110 Whitman St, 50 Spring St, 165 Liberty St, 

across the Street from the Congregational Church on High 

St, opposite the G.A.R. Hall, and the last being at 460 Main 

St. Six cents would take you from Pembroke to Cushings 

Corner. A zone system was implemented for the fare. It was 

cost another six cents to ride from Cushings Corner to 

Winter St in Whitman where you could change care to take 

you to Whitman Center.  

 

 

Due to the popularity of automobiles, the trolley line closed 

down permanently just before Christmas in 1925. There are 

small reminders of the once exciting means of transportation 

such as the little old brick power house for the trolley line on 

Main St at the Hanson/Pembroke line as well as, small traces 

of track discovered here and there throughout town to this 

day. 

Information Source for Story: Calder, E. Looking Back. Hanson: The Hanson Arts 

Lottery Council. Massachusetts :The Massachusetts Arts Lottery  Council. The 

Hanson Pictorial Society, 1962.                                
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The Cranberry King 

By: Melinda Barclay 

A lawyer and cranberry farmer by the name of Marcus Libby 

Urann gained a reputation as the “Cranberry King” in South Hanson, 

MA around 1912.  At this time, Marcus was packaging cranberry 

sauce in tins, marketing them under the brand name “Ocean Spray.” 

In 1912, Urann built a 60 by 90 foot building on Main St in Hanson, 

Ma. Thirty-six years later, the original building had grown into the 

plant that produced 22 million cans of Ocean Spray each year.  

The cooperative of Ocean Spray began in June of 1930, when 

Urann, who headed the Ocean Spray Preserving Company of South 

Hanson, MA, was the principal proponent behind a merger of similar 

companies. The three independent cranberry growers who owned the 

companies shared the common goal of introducing innovative products 

to the United States, using cranberries. Cranberries had been used by 

the locals for hundreds of years prior to the founding of Ocean Spray. 

Native Americans would mash cranberries and mix them with deer 

meat to make pemmican. This was a survival cake that kept for long 

periods of time. The Natives also believed in cranberries being 

beneficial for medicinal purposes. The medicine men used cranberries 

as an ingredient in poultices to draw out poison from wounds caused 

by arrows. The Natives also used cranberries as a natural dye for 

clothing, blankets and rugs. As the legend goes, the Pilgrims served 

cranberries alongside wild turkey and succotash for the first 

Thanksgiving meal ever.  

In August of 1930, Marcus L. Urann of the United Cape Cod 

Cranberry Company/Ocean Spray Preserving Company of South 

Hanson, Massachusetts; John Makepeace of Makepeace Preserving 

Company of Wareham, Massachusetts; and Elizabeth Lee of Enoch F. 

Bills Company of New Egypt New Jersey, who were  former 

competitors, teamed up to form Cranberry Canners Inc., introducing 

the first cranberry juice ever to America. Urann jeopardized the 

merger for a short time by delaying the transfer of the Ocean Spray 

trademark, but the Ocean Spray quickly became a household name.  

Urann, the was President and General Manager, was responsible for 

advancing the cooperative. Cranberry Juice Cocktail and Ocean Spray 

Cran were among the products introduced in the 1930’s. They were 

much tarter than the later sweetened, concentrated juices. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Marcus Urann was notorious in Hanson for being one of the 

first speeders in town, where he owned the town’s first automobile. It 

was an open affair with buckets seats. He was known to “rev it up” to 

speeds of 60 miles an hour. He was a prominent figure in Hanson, not 

just for the founding of Ocean Spray, Inc. but he was also a 

philanthropist who funded local sports teams, and who every year 

would hold a Christmas party at the plant for the young children in 

grades 1 and 2. School buses would bring the children to see Santa 

where they would be greeted with bags of toys. One of Marcus’s high 

points of his year was watching the young ones who were wide eyed 

and awed, and listening to them singing carols.  

In the 1940’s, the Ocean Spray Headquarters remained on 

Main St., Hanson, MA. Wisconsin, Washington, and Oregon cranberry 

growers were then added to the cooperative. By 1943, the cooperation 

controlled 15 facilities for storage, production, and distribution.  

Due to the rising prominence of the Ocean Spray label and the 

cranberry itself, the cooperative renamed itself the National Cranberry 

Association (NCA) in 1946. Ocean Spray had many highlights in the 

1950’s, including its first commercial. It also had a few bitter sweet 

moments with the retirement of the beloved Marcus Urann in 1955. 

Makepeace, who had served as secretary/treasurer retired in 1957. To 

capitalize on the strong brand label they had created, Ocean Spray 

renamed itself for the last time in 1959, and Ocean Spray Cranberries, 

Inc, was officially born.  

 Today, Ocean Spray is the number one seller of juice drinks in  

North America. There are more than 600 cranberry growers in Ocean 

Spray’s cooperative, with about 50 grapefruit growers. They have 

2,000 employees worldwide. Sadly, Ocean Spray headquarters left 

Hanson, Ma sometime ago, leaving behind a decrepit building as a 

reminder of pride of Hanson. Ocean Spray Headquarters is now 

located in Lakeville-Middleboro, Massachusetts.  

 
Information source for story: Ocean Spray Cranberries Official Website; Dept. of  Resource Economics 

UMASS Amherst; Calder, E. Looking Back. Hanson: The Hanson Arts Lottery Council. Massachusetts 

:The Massachusetts Arts Lottery  Council.                                  

                                                      

                                                                 

                   

   

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hanson Historical Society & Hanson Historic Commission are in a joint venture to reroof some of the historic buildings. The 

hearse house from Fern Hill Cemetery, two-holer from Thomas Hall both at our Main Street site and the Bonney House on High 

St. We are asking Community Preservation Committee (CPC) for funds to do the roofs of the buildings. We are also looking 

into grants to help reduce the cost to the town. If this passes the Community Preservation Committee, it then goes to the 

October town meeting for a vote by the people present. If it passes there, then the funds will be available for work to be done. 

Your support on this matter would be greatly appreciated.  Thank You the Co-Presidents.                         
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Hanson’s Great Cedar Swamp 

By: Bruce Young 

Thanks to our Town Historian Allan Clemons of Indian Head Street, 

this week we get to take a look at the strange, curious, and vast land 

lying east of Main Street known as the Great Cedar Swamp.  

In pre historic times, there was a large shallow lake that covered about 

six thousand acres of land, which lay between what is now Elm, Main 

and Pleasant Streets in South Hanson, and stretching to what is now 

Route 106 in the Town of Halifax. Over the centuries, the western part 

of this land became filled with silt and thick plant growth which later 

became a huge peat bog where grew forests of Atlantic White Cedar 

Trees. The Eastern part of this land became the Monponsett Lakes 

area, and when the first white settlers arrived in early 1600, they 

discovered this vast unbroken cedar forest. This forest provided a 

veritable gold mine for cash in form of cedar posts, rails, hoops, 

shingles, and clapboards.  

The Great Cedar swamps also provided a good refuge for wildlife as 

the uplands surrounding it were cleared and settled. Despite the early 

settlements, the Great Cedar Swamp continued to exist, still greatly 

unchanged until the 1800’s, when in 1840 a steam mill was built by 

Luther Keene near what is now 965 Main Street. He had the contract 

to build a fence on both sides of the new Rail Road Line from South 

Abington, through Hanson, and continuing to Halifax. The site where 

that early steam mill was started later became the John Foster Lumber 

Company.  

In the 1870’s, Nahum Keene leased lots in the Great Cedar Swamp 

from the Bourne family and was given “two years to cut and carry off 

all timber thereon”. He hired a Mr. Josselyn and paid him the sum of 

$2.00 a day to assist in this task.  

Also in the 1870’s, two men entered the swamp during the wintertime 

to go hunting. During their trek through the Swamp in search of game 

they became disoriented and lost in a blizzard, and couldn’t find their 

way out.  Their bodies were not found until the spring thaw.  

According to Hanson Historical Society member Edna Howland, 

during World War II a small plane was said to have gone down 

somewhere in the Swamp and neither the plane or its passengers were 

ever found. During the 1920’s a company named Framingham Cedar 

Bedding operated at 1312 Main Street. They made cedar shavings 

from the cedar trees harvested in the Great Cedar Swamp, and sold 

them for dog bedding. The company closed its doors in 1965.  

The early 1900’s, Hanson’s first Industrialist, Albert C. Burrage laid 

tracks through the swamp and had a rail mounted Steam Shovel dig a 

canal from the Monponsett Pond all the way down the so called 

“Stump Brook”. His intent was to dig the peat found in this vast area 

and move it down the canal to be used as fuel for his Power Plant at 

the Burrage Industrial Complex off Pleasant Street.  Eventually this 

idea proved impractical, so he built a cranberry bog instead, which 

became known as the “50 Acre Bog”. It was built along a narrow dike 

that ran from Hanson into Halifax called “Sammy’s Neck”.  The Bog 

was eventually purchased by Marcus Urann, founder of Ocean Spray 

Cranberries, who later built additional bogs off Elm Street, and behind 

the Light Control Corp. off Pleasant Street. In the 1970’s this land was 

sold to Cumberland Farms and the bogs were greatly expanded to 200-

300 acres. Around 1990 the land was again sold, this time to Northland 

Cranberries, who ran the operation until the severe slump, which hit 

the Cranberry Industry in the late 1990’s.  

The Mass Division of Wildlife has since acquired the area with the 

intention of managing it as Open Space for passive recreation, and as a 

Wildlife preserve. Left alone this vast portion of land will in time once 

again return to its once wild and natural state. Thanks again to Allan 

Clemons for this interesting and historic look back at the Great Cedar 

Swamp.  
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HAVE YOU SEEN ME? 
 

 
 

Above: James Rogers in 1981 (left) and an age-progressed image to 

26, circa 1992 (right) 

 

James W. Rogers 
 

Last seen in Hanson, Plymouth County, Massachusetts on October 18, 

1981 

Vital statistics: White male. Born on November 12, 1966. : Brown 

hair; brown eyes. Rogers has a chicken pox scar under his right eye. 

He does not have a pectoral muscle on the right side of his chest. 

Rogers' upper front teeth are large-sized and spaced apart. He speaks 

with a New England accent. Was fourteen at the time. 

 

Circumstances: Rogers called a friend on October 18, 1981 and stated 

he planned to hitchhike to the person's home. Rogers never arrived and 

has not been seen or heard from since. He may have traveled through 

the nearby cranberry bogs. Classified as a Non-Family Abduction. 

 

Reason for inclusion: Rogers' case was closed in 2004. 

 

 

If you have any information at all, Please contact the Hanson 

Police Department at 781-293-4625. 

 

 

 

                 

 

 



The Hanson Historical Society 

P.O. BOX 52 

Hanson, MA  02341. 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Yes! I want to support the Hanson Historical Society by becoming a member with my annual dues.  

 

NAME:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STREET:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

TOWN:________________________________STATE______________ZIP_________________ 

 

PHONE:____(____)______________________ EMAIL:________________________________ 

 

RENEWAL:_____________________________NEW MEMBER:_________________________ 

 

Individual $7.00__________________ Family $10.00______________ Business:_____________ 

 

 

Date:_____________          Thank You! 

 

                               Mail your check made out to the Hanson Historical Society 

                      & mail to: Hanson Historical Society, P.O. Box #52, Hanson, Ma 02341. 
 

 
 


