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Hanson’s namesake 

By: Melinda Barclay

In 1820, the town of Hanson was named after 

Alexander Contee Hanson. Hanson, the grandson of 

John Hanson, was born in Annapolis, Maryland on 

February 27, 1786. He was admitted to the bar after 

graduating from St. John’s College in his 

hometown, the same town he went on to practice 

law in. Hanson served as a member of the Maryland 

House of Delegates from 1811 to 1815.  

Hanson became a controversial figure on June 22, 

1812, when he founded an extreme Federalist 

newspaper named the Federal Republican in 

Baltimore, Maryland. Four days following the War 

of 1812, an angry mob destroyed his office after 

reading one of his articles and becoming infuriated. 

This did not stop Hanson. He reprinted the 

newspaper on July 28
th

 from a different location. 

Hanson had a group of armed supporters with him 

at the new location. When the building became 

swarmed by rioters, his allies fired, killing two.  

 

      

             

Hanson and his allies surrendered to the militia on 

July 29
th

.  That night, the mob stormed into 

Hanson’s jail cell and beat him almost fatally. After 

that, Hanson decided to move the newspaper to 

Georgetown, Washington, D.C., where he was able 

to publish it without incident. Eventually, Hanson 

moved to Rockville, Maryland. 

Hanson was elected to represent the third district to 

the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Congresses as a 

Federalist in 1812. He served from March 4, 1813 

until 1816, when he resigned. Hanson was elected 

the U.S. Senate as a Federalist in 1816. He served 

as senator from December 20, 1816 until his own 

untimely death on April 23, 1819. Hanson was 33- 

years-old. He was laid to rest in his family burial 

ground.  

Information source for story: The Biographical Directory of 

the United States Congress

http://www.rootsweb.com/~machanso/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Alexanderhanson.jpg
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HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

      BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

                

          2010- 2011 

 

John & Patty Norton        - Co-Presidents 

Allan Clemons                 - Vice President 

Cathy Bergeron               - Secretary 

Richard & Betsy Blake   - Treasurer 

Allan Clemons          - Temp. Curator 

Bruce Young                   - Member at large 

Mark Vess                       - Member at large 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

CALENDAR  2011 
 

 

April 7
th

 meeting                                     7:00 p.m. 

at School House #4, Main Street 

Speaker:  Ann Berry, Pilgrim Hall Museum 

 

May 5
th

 Annual Dinner                            6:30 p.m. 

At Camp Kiwanee 

Speaker:  Diane Taraz, “Songs of the Revolution” 

Contact  Patty Norton for tickets 781 294-8645 

 

June 2
nd

 meeting        7:00 p.m. 

At School House #4, Main Street 

Speaker:  TBA 

 

June 16
th

                     about 5:30 

p.m. 

Strawberry Prep. Night 

 

June 17
th

                   5:00 p.m. to 

Strawberry Festival                             8:00 p.m. 

 

August 4
th

 meeting                 7:00 p.m. 

at School House #4, Main street 

Speaker: TBA 

 

September 1
st
 meeting                            7:00 p.m. 

at School House #4, Main Street 

Speaker: TBA 

 

September 17
th

 rain date 18
th

                  9:00 a.m. to 

Harvest Fair & Craft Show      3:00 p.m. 

at School House #4, Main Street 

 

October 6
th

 meeting                  7:00 p.m. 

At School House #4, Main Street 

Speaker: TBA 

 

November 3
rd 

meeting                            6:30 p.m. 

Pot Luck dinner at Thomas Mill 
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From the Presidents: 

This year marks the fiftieth anniversary of our 

organization.  It is our hope to possibly add a 

special event commemorating that date, and we will 

discuss this in more detail at our first meeting April 

7th. 

 

Sadly, we must also note on this occasion, the 

passing of two members who were both, in different 

times, very instrumental in the success of the 

Hanson Historical Society.  The first was Rodney 

Brunsell, who was not only our curator but one of 

our most active members.  Rodney brought a sense 

of enthusiasm to all of our activities, indeed history 

in general, that was almost contagious.  The second 

was Lucy Clemons, a native whose family has lived 

in the area over three hundred years.  She joined the 

Hanson Historical Society shortly after its founding 

and served as its Scribe for many, many years.  The 

families of both were kind enough to mention our 

Society in their obituaries, and their families and 

friends subsequently donated generously to our 

organization. 

____________________________________ 

 

Historic weather in Hanson, Mass.   

Date: April 7
th
, 1961   

Rain and/or melted snow reported during the 

day. 

Mean Temperature: 45.7°F         

Precipitation: 0.00 IN   

Mean Wind Speed: 12.20 MPH   

Visibility: 14.1 MI  

 

    

This issue marks the start of the second year of the 

TUNK.  The paper has been extremely well 

received both by our members and the general 

population as well.  The library and other public 

buildings have asked us to place extra copies on 

their premises, as they are in high demand.  There is 

no doubt that they have been beneficial in recruiting 

new members.  Once again, our appreciation is 

extended to Melinda Barclay for the outstanding 

work she has done on this publication. 

 

One final personal note.  While our overall 

membership has grown in the last few years, the 

number of members attending our monthly 

meetings has waned a bit.  I know we all lead 

complicated lives that make attendance of such 

meetings problematic at best.  But, we try to book 

interesting speakers, who volunteer to share their 

expertise with us, and we are always, a bit 

embarrassed if only a handful of members show up 

for their presentations.  So, please mark the meeting 

dates on your calendars and try to attend, and 

maybe bring a friend! 

John & Pat Norton 

www.almanac.com 
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The “Old” Old Colony Line in Hanson 

By: Bruce Young 

On September 29
th

 1997, after nearly two decades of planning, anticipation, construction, and debate, the new 

Old Colony Railroad line had its grand opening in Hanson and other South Shore Communities.  It quickly 

became one of the most popular forms of transportation for those who commute daily in and out of Boston, or 

for those who wish to experience the thrill of taking the train on a day excursion to the big city. However, the 

idea of train transportation in this the “Old Colony” area had its roots many years ago, 160 to be exact when the 

people of Plymouth decided in 1842 that they wanted a railroad connection with Boston.  This is a capsulated 

history of those early years, when even then, the modernization of our transportation system was met in some 

quarters by some opposition. 

Dorchester for example went on record in a Town Meeting that a railroad would be an incalculable evil to the 

Town generally and probably would be a permanent obstruction and a great and enduring hazard to all who 

travel upon the common roads!  In Hanson, one Luther Keene who lived in the house on Main Street later 

occupied by John Foster, and then later Marcus Urann, was approached with a request to sell some of his land to 

make way for the Railroad. He then asked why it was necessary to have a railroad and was told, “So large 

quantities of produce and timber can be hauled”. Keene replied, “I have a big cart and a good yoke of oxen and 

I can do all the hauling around here that needs to be done!” 

In the end, a number of routes through the Town were considered. One of them would have had the tracks 

running through the center of Halifax. Martin Bryant, for whom Bryantville was named, exerted every effort to 

get the line through this part of Town. Finally, the present route was settled upon and we are told that the 

decision was largely due to the proximity of the Great Cedar Swamps from which ample supplies of fuel for the 

wood burning engines could be obtained.  

On March 16
th

, 1844 the Railroad was chartered and construction of the forty-mile line was started that fall, 

with the name for the enterprise “the Old Colony Railroad “.  Starting with the short line from Boston to 

Plymouth, the Old Colony Railroad was destined to make transportation history not only in southeastern 

Massachusetts but to be known and respected by railroad men throughout the country. Eventually it promoted 

the Fall River Boat Line, perhaps the most famous line of its kind to navigate the coastal waters of our 

continent. Its “Boat Train” from Boston to Fall River ran daily for nearly ninety years!  

 

 

The opening of the railroad was celebrated on 

November 10
th

 1845 with an elaborate ceremony at 

Plymouth with Daniel Webster and John Quincy 

Adams among the speakers. The early wood 

burning engines were all given famous names 

including, Myles Standish, The Governor Carver, 

the Governor Bradford, the Mayflower, and The 

Pilgrim.  The coaches were all painted yellow.   
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At first there were only two depots in Hanson. The North Hanson Station and the South Hanson Station on 

Main Street.  When the South Hanson Station was built, it was slightly smaller than the old South Hanson 

Station that still survives to this day.  Later, cutting it in half and adding a new middle section enlarged it.  

About 1880 the railroad sponsored the formation of the Monponsett Lake and Land Company and built the 

Monponsett Railroad Station. Still Later, with the initial success of Albert Burrage’s industrial complex off 

Pleasant Street, a Station at the Burrage was established.  

In the early days, on the southerly side of Silver Lake, the railroad sponsored the development of a large 

amusement and recreational area. There were a number of buildings housing concessions of different kinds and 

a beautiful grove providing an ample area for picnicking. There was also an excursion Steamboat available, and 

steamboat races were held from time to time.  Great numbers of people were brought from Boston each 

weekend through the season by up to twenty special trains and returned on the same trains on Sunday evening.  

In the 1870’s there was a horrific derailing involving one of these trains with a number of fatalities, and a short 

time later one of the steamboats on Silver Lake exploded. These two accidents contributed greatly to the 

ultimate failure of the Silver Lake Grove.  

                      

 The Old Colony Railroad was involved in the period of 1870-1890 with several consolidations and lease 

arrangements, until finally in 1893, the operation was taken over by the New York, New Haven, and Hartford 

system. It was not until 1948 that the Old Colony Railroad ceased to exist as a corporate body, and during the 

1940’s commuter service on the Boston to Plymouth branch was greatly curtailed and later on eliminated 

altogether.  

 Later in the 1960’s and 70’s our crowded out dated highways and the nightmare of commuting on the 

Southeast Expressway, produced a human outcry to bring modern rapid transit back to the former Old Colony 

area.  So now we have come full cycle, back to the days of the now new Old Colony Railroad, with a Hanson 

railroad station and a comfortable commute on the most modern trains available.  Even with the recent 

completion of the big dig and the completed depression of the central artery in Boston, it does not seem that 

train commuters will once again abandon the railroad in favor of the automobile. Given the now high prices to 

fuel up ones auto, we seriously doubt that will ever happen.  
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Compelling Vital Records 1813-1844 

The vital records below, on a large entwined African-American family, document a series of interesting 

occurrences following the drowning of 5 individuals on Oldham Pond in 1820. When reviewed carefully, the 

records will tell the story. Please note that the records are shown in the exact word context as the original.  

 

21 JUL 1813. Marriage. Pembroke. 

John Wood and Joanna Warrick, “blacks”. 

20 DEC 1815. Marriage. Pembroke. 

Nathan Wood and Eunice Tew of Hanover, “negroes”. 

19 JUN 1820. Death. Hanson/Pembroke. 

Nathan Wood, “unfortunately drowned in Oldham’s 

Pond”, husband of Eunice Wood, “colored”.  

Huldah Wood, “unfortunately drowned in Oldham’s 

Pond”, “colored”. 

Joanna Wood, “unfortunately drowned in Oldham’s 

Pond”, wife of John Wood, “colored”. 

Mary Wood, “unfortunately drowned in Oldham’s 

Pond”, “colored”. 

Sally M. Wood, “unfortunately drowned in Oldham’s 

Pond”, daughter of Nathan and Eunice Wood, aged 4 

yrs, “colored”.  

14 SEP 1820. Death. Hanson. 

Eunice Wood, wife of Nathan Wood, “person of color”. 

6 JAN 1822. Marriage. Hanson. 

John Wood and Eunice Freeman, “people of color”.  

4 FEB 1822. Birth. Hanson. 

Rhoda V. Wood, daughter of John and Eunice Wood, 

“people of color”. 

17 JUN 1822. Death. Hanson. 

Joseph Wood, son of Nathan and Eunice Wood. Aged 6 

yrs. 

1 MAY 1823. Birth. Hanson. 

John S. Wood, son of John and Eunice Wood, “people of 

color”. 

2 NOV 1825. Birth. Hanson.  

Eunice Wood, daughter of John and Eunice Wood, 

“people of color”. 

23 APR 1826. Death. Pembroke. 

John Wood, a “Colerd man” (probably widow of 

Joanna). 

Asher Freeman, a “colered man”. 

4 MAY 1827. Birth. Hanson.  

Esther Wood, daughter of John and Eunice Wood, 

“people of color”. 

1 DEC 1828. Marriage. Hanson.  

Samuel Wood Jr, and Sarah Freeman, “people of color”. 

ABT 1829. Birth. Hanson. 

Susannah Wood. Daughter of Eunice Wood (and 

probably John Wood). 

ABT 1835. Birth. Hanson 

Abigail Wood, daughter of Eunice Wood (and probably 

John Wood). 

ABT 1838. Birth. Hanson.  

James Wood. Son of Eunice Wood (and probably John 

Wood). 

6 JAN 1842. Marriage. Pembroke.  

Rhoda Wood (daughter of John and Eunice Wood) of 

Hanson and Hervey Winslow of Scituate. 

10 AUG 1842. Death. Pembroke.  

John Pero (Wood), collered”. 

8 JAN 1844. Death. Pembroke.  

Simeon Wood, “colored”, died of consumption, aged 19 

yrs. 

2 APR 1844. Death. Hanson. 

Abigail Wood, daughter of Eunice Wood (and probably 

John Wood), of consumption, aged 8 yrs. 

11 APR 1844. Death. Pembroke.  

“a colored child at the Leavitt house”. 

19 APR 1844. Death. Hanson.  

James Wood, son of Eunice Wood (and probably John 

Wood), of consumption, aged 5 yrs.  

25 AUG 1844. Death. Hanson 

Susannah Wood, daughter of Eunice Wood (and 

probably John Wood), of consumption, aged 15 yrs.  

25 OCT 1844. Birth. 

Mary F. Wood., “colored”, daughter of Eunice Wood, in 

Bridgewater. 

 
Vital Records of Hanson and Pembroke, 1850. 

(Boston: New England Historic Genealogical Society, 1912.)
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Map of Hanson  

        1856. 

 

 

 

          Hanson, MA Population 

                       Census 

 

1820 (U.S.): 917                        1900 (U.S.): 1455 

1830 (U.S.): 1030                      1905 (State): 1490 

1840 (U.S.): 1040                      1910 (U.S.): 1854 

1850 (U.S.): 1217                      1920 (U.S.): 1910 

1855 (State): 1231                     1930 (U.S.): 2184 

1860 (U.S.): 1245                      1940 (U.S.):  2570 

1865 (State): 1196                     1950 (U.S.):  3264 

1870 (U.S.): 1219                      1960 (U.S.):  4370 

1875 (State): 1265                     1970 (U.S.):  7148 

1880 (U.S.):  1309                     1980 (U.S.):  8617 

1885 (State): 1227                     1990 (U.S.):  9028 

1890 (U.S.): 1267                      2000 (U.S.):  9495 

1895 (State): 1380                     2010 (U.S.):  10209 

._________________________________________________ 



The Hanson Historical Society 

P.O. BOX 52 

Hanson, MA  02341. 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Yes! I want to support the Hanson Historical Society by becoming a member with 

my annual dues -  April thru November 

 

NAME:____________________________________________________________ 

 

STREET:___________________________________________________________ 

 

TOWN:________________________________STATE______________ZIP____ 

 

PHONE:(____)______________________EMAIL:________________________ 

 

RENEWAL:______________   NEW MEMBER:_________________________ 

Individual $7.00_______Family $10.00_________ Business $15.00:__________ 

 

Date:_____________          Thank You! 

Mail your check made out to the Hanson Historical Society 

& mail to: Hanson Historical Society, P.O. Box #52, Hanson, Ma 02341. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


