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HHS AQUIRES A SETH MILLER BRIGGS VIOLIN 

Contributed by: HHS Presidents 

 

The Hanson Historical Society has been the beneficiary of a generous donation of a wonderful piece of memorabilia from Hanson’s 

past. Mr. Francis J. Voss, Jr., of Andover, has donated a violin made by Seth Miller Briggs in South Hanson, in 1900. The violin 

belonged to his father, Francis J. Voss, Sr. (1906-2009). Francis J. Voss, Sr. was the son of a commercial plumber who moved his 

family to Hanson circa 1914, because he had been awarded a large commercial plumbing contract in the Hanson area. That year, his 

mother, Ellen, purchased the violin directly from S.M. Briggs and gave it as a gift to her then eight-year-old son. Mr. Voss, was a 

graduate of the first law school class from Boston College, and practiced law in the Boston area for over fifty years The label inside 

the instrument reads: “Made by S.M. Briggs, South Hanson, Mass. 1900”. The violin was appraised by Mr. Roger Johnson, of Johnson 

String Instrument Company, Newton, Mass. and valued at $4,500. Needless to say, we are delighted to have been able to acquire an 

historic antique of such local interest  

 

            
 

HOMETOWN VIOLINIST 

By: Melinda Barclay 

 

Seth Miller Briggs was born on November 22, 1835. Seth attended Hanson schools until he was 16-years-old. He later took on 

farming with his father until, at age 20 he began traveling all over the United States and Canada on a musical comedy tour. He played 

and repaired the violin, wrote music, and even gave lessons. He was an outstanding violinist and even continued to play as he served 

bravely for the Union during the Civil War. In “The History of the Third Regiment,” Briggs fellow soldiers wrote: “Mr. Briggs was 

the knight of the bow and could make the old campaign fiddle talk, sing, or weep as occasion required or his fancy dictated.”  After 

returning home to Hanson, Seth conducted the Briggs Orchestra and was also leader of the Hanson Brass 

Band. He was popular all over the area until long after his death. 

Information Source for Story: Calder, E. Looking Back. Hanson: The Hanson Arts Lottery Council. Massachusetts :The 

Massachusetts Arts Lottery  Council.  

 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the 1800’s, the town of Hanson paid the First Congregational Church and the Baptist Societies for tolling the church bells. It 

became customary for the churches to toll the bells at 6:00a.m. the morning following the death of a Hanson resident. The bells were 

tolled the exact number of times for every year the deceased had lived.  During those times, every citizen was up at 6:00a.m. for 

chores anyway, so it was a perfect time for them.   

http://www.rootsweb.com/~machanso/
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A TOWN OF PATRIOTS 
By: Melinda Barclay 

 

Since the first settlers arrived in Pembroke, Massachusetts, the 

citizens have displayed their patriotism in ways that no other 

whole town for the next century could equal. At the time, 

Hanson was still part of Pembroke. The town records are full 

of patriotic resolves passed in a town where they were noted 

for scarcely having a Tory. In 1740, Pembroke was engaged  

in public outcry and protest against the Prince and his efforts 

to suppress the emission of bills of public credit which had 

depreciated on account of the large export of silver. The 

colonists defended themselves and their beloved town, 

“Which instructions from the crown are we presume a 

manifest infraction of our charter rights and privileges as well 

as that of our invaluable national constitutions, as long 

enjoyed as well as so dearly obtained, whereby the people 

have the right of thinking and judging for themselves, as well 

as the Prince. As the representative has been directed at all 

times strictly to adhere to the charter rights and privileges 

which we are under, as also that of our English rights, 

liberties, and constitutions, any royal instruction from his 

Majesty to the contrary notwithstanding.” 

 

In Pembroke, the fight for basic rights and liberties continued. 

On December 28, 1772, a few more resolves were passed. 

This included the following: “That this Province and this town 

as part of it, hath a right whenever they think it necessary, to 

give their sense of public measures, and if judged to be 

unconstitutional and oppressive, to declare it freely and to 

remonstrate of petition as they deem best.” This only paved 

the way for more public outcries as the people were preparing 

themselves for the worse.  

 

 

The time of the American Revolution came around as this was 

a time of new beginnings, where the citizens showed great 

courage and sacrifice by overturning everything they knew 

their new world to be. They stood up with amazing bravery in 

the name of freedom against the strongest army in the world. 

At this time, the second generation settlers of the new world 

had no army whatsoever, but that was quickly about to 

change. 

 

Two years before the Battle of Concord and Lexington, and 

three years before The Declaration of Independence, the 

legendary Benjamin Franklin stood before General Alexander 

Wedderburn of the Privy Council, receiving a scathing probe. 

Mr. Franklin did not flinch, as he composed himself using 

what he referred to as “the attitude of the little town of 

Pembroke.” To Franklin, Pembroke was “an example in citing 

an existence of fearlessness and loyalty to principles possessed 

by the Colonists.” The defiance of the little town of Pembroke 

was heard all the way over in Old England.  

 

During General Wedderburn’s less than pleasing inquiry, 

Wedderburn referred to the “incendiary” efforts of Franklin’s 

good friend, the equally legendary, Samuel Adams. Adams 

writings are the reason why America gained the support 

necessary for gaining independence from Britain. Before 

Wedderburn interrogated Franklin, he read some of Adams’ 

pamphlets and said, “It told them of a hundred rights of which 

they had never heard of before, and a hundred grievances 

which never before felt.”  His words prove to us how effective 

Adams’ writings had been on influencing the uprisings against 

Parliament and showing the citizens that the laws that were 

infringed upon them were unjust. Wedderburn argued that 

Samuel deliberately stirred up the colonists, declaring that 

“those of Pembroke and Marblehead are particularly curious.” 

 

When the infamous tea tax was imposed in 1774, Pembroke 

voted for entire approval of the resolves of Boston. They did 

this in order to prevent the landing and vending of the tea sent 

here by The East India Company. The colonists of the town of 

Pembroke vowed that “we will risk our lives and fortunes in 

every justifiable method to assert and defend our rights and 

privileges as men and as colonists.” 

 

After the war, in May of 1783, Pembroke took an 

uncompromising position. The town instructed their 

representatives to use their “best endeavors to prevent those  

 

(Cont. page 3) 
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(Cont. from page 2) 

bitter and implacable enemies or America, the Tories, from 

gaining admittance into the country, so far may be consistent 

with the engagements of Congress.”  

 

When America was in need of soldiers again, Pembroke’s 

unwavering patriotism pushed on. By this time, Pembroke and 

Hanson had split into the two separate towns we know today. 

Pembroke sent more men to battle during the Civil War, in 

proportion to inhabitants, than any other town in the  

vicinity and perhaps in all of the colonies. Approximately 500 

men served with honor and distinction. The ratio of 

inhabitants sent was one  to every three, men, women and 

children. 

           
Part of Company A, Third Regiment, went out to Fortress 

Monroe on April 16, 1861 for three months. On September 23, 

1862, they were sent out again. This time they were sent out 

for nine months to Newbern, North Carolina. No one whole 

company was ever sent out. Again showing their allegiance to 

America, most reenlisted for three more years. For the Union 

Service, Hanson raised 188 men, 6 for 100 days, 14 for 3 

months, 22 for 9 months, 35 for 1 year, and 113 for 3 years. 

This was all at an expense of $19, 502. 

 

To this day, the towns of Pembroke and Hanson have not 

wavered in their sense of duty to their country. Countless 

soldiers have served and gone off to war in the many battles 

since which have occurred on foreign soil, taking a certain 

kind of bravery. Many have lost their lives to which both 

towns are eternally indebted. Many of the soldiers have saved 

lives on the battlefield, again displaying the heroism this area 

is known.  

 

History of Plymouth County, Massachusetts, with 

biographical sketches of many of its pioneers and prominent 

men / compiled under the supervision of D. Hamilton Hurd. - 

Philadelphia ; J.W. Lewis & Co., 1884;http://colonial-

america.suite101.com. 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DESTRUCTIVE FIRE HITS HANSON 

By: Melinda Barclay 

 

During the afternoon hours of April 4, 1906, Hanson saw its most destructive fire to date. The fire occurred at the mill of the John 

Foster Company. Sparks from the 1:40 p.m. train set off the blaze. Winslow Wright, a citizen of Hanson, noticed the fire as he was 

unloading his lumber. A fire alarm was sent out to all the surrounding towns immediately. If it had not been for the Silver Lake water 

obtained through two nearby Brockton fire hydrants, the fire damage would’ve been a lot more severe. Chemicals from Bryantville 

and Pembroke were the first to begin putting the fire out. They were followed by David Gurney from Hose Number One of Whitman 

and Simeone Thompson and his group of fire fighters called the Braves. The worse part of the fire was contained to the lumber in the 

back of John Foster’s residence. Six sheds of hard pine, a large amount of white wood, kiln dried lumber, and a car load of shingles 

were all destroyed. During the enormous blaze, Charles Keene’s house burned in three different places. Daniel Mc Donald’s house on 

Bonney Hill also caught fire. A train from Whitman had to remove five cars on the siding. The estimated loss at the time was $75,000. 
 

Information Source for Story: Calder, E. Looking Back. Hanson: The Hanson Arts Lottery Council. Massachusetts :The 

Massachusetts Arts Lottery  Council.  
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HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD 

2010-2011 

John Norton, co-president 

Patty Norton, co-president 

31 Indian Path, Hanson, Ma 02341 

781-294-8645 

 

Allen Clemons, vice president 

 

Kathy Bergeron, secretary 

 

Betsy and Richard Blake, treasurer  

 

Rodney Brunsell, curator 

 

Bruce Young, board member 

 

Mark Vess, board member 

 

Harold Towne, board member 

 

 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 

-In 1874, one of the industries in Hanson was braiding straw. 

It is recorded that the industry, which was located on the edge 

of Indian Head Pond, plaited 31,740 yards of straw-braid . The 

braiding was done by women and children. The straw-braid 

was used in making hats, which were popular at the time. 

 

-In1894, Joseph White Jr. of North Hanson was the first 

resident to ever install a telephone.  A group of men from the 

telephone company came to his place of business to install the 

modern marvel.  People from all over would ask Mr. White if 

they may use his telephone. It amazed people at the time that a 

voice could possibly be heard through a wire.  

 

 

HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY CALENDAR 

                                 2010 

June 17
th

                                           6:30 p.m. 

Strawberry Prep. Night 

 

June 18
th

                                           5:00 p.m.- 

Strawberry Festival                           8:00 p.m. 

 

August 5
th

 meeting                           7:00 p.m. 

At School House #4, Main St. 

Show & Tell Night. Please bring in an item  

to share with everyone. 

 

September 2
nd

 meeting                    7:00 p.m. 

At School House #4, Main St. 

Speaker: Deputy Lisa Budge-Johnson,  

Plymouth County Sherriff’s Dept. 

“Plymouth County Jails and Laws, Then & Now.” 

 

September 18
th

. Rain date: 19
th          

9:00 a.m.- 

Harvest Fair & Craft Show                3:00 p.m. 

At School House #4, Main St. 

 

October 7
th

 meeting                          7:00 p.m. 

At School House #4, Main St. 

Speaker: Kelly Cobble, Curator of the National 

Parks Adams Museum, to speak on the “Adams 

Women” and perhaps another Adam’s topic.  

 

November 4
th

 meeting                       7:00 p.m. 

Pot Luck Dinner at Thomas Mill. 



                                                THE HANSON TUNK                                                                                 PAGE 5 

 

A Stranger’s Visit or Liens, Lawsuits, and Recall 

By: Anonymous 

Early in 1985, a man named Paul N. Papas II arrived in 

Hanson presumably under the pretenses of helping a lady 

friend resolve her problems with Town Officials over 

condemned property, which she owned on Ocean Avenue. 

What transpired, was one of the most bizarre and unusual 

series of confrontations with Town Officials, including 

lawsuits, liens, and recall attempts, I dare say in the Town’s 

History.  

According to news articles of that time period, the story begins 

in January of 1985 when Mr. Papas met a Hanson woman at a 

Catholic singles meeting in Brockton. There she told him 

about all the problems she was having with her property in 

Hanson, and Papas told her he was willing to help, and in 

April of that year, the woman transferred the ownership of the 

property on Ocean Avenue to him for the sum of $1.00. 

Although the board of health had officially condemned the 

property, Papas moved into the property just the same and had 

Eastern Edison hook up the electricity, and then posted a sign 

on the front door warning all town officials except the fire 

dept. to “Stay Away”. His attempts to get water service 

hooked up to the condemned house fail however, and when 

the water superintendent and his crew visited Ocean Avenue 

to work on the curb box, the Superintendent soon accused 

Papas of tampering or stealing the curb box, and began 

charging him fines and labor costs incurred by the Town. 

In reaction to this, Papas filed a common law lien in the 

amount of $10 Million against the town, his intent being to 

freeze payroll and other town accounts except for the fire dept. 

When it then became apparent that the Town’s Bank would 

not honor the lien, Papas threatened to file charges against 

them as well. The lien was ruled illegal by Town Counsel, it 

called for all funds to be converted to silver coin and paid over 

to him and the former owner of the Ocean Ave. property when 

judgment was made in their favor.  

Later on May 7th, Papas was arrested on a warrant from 

Dedham District court, and spent the next night in the Dedham 

lockup, and on May 9th he appeared in court to answer the 

warrant. According to a news report in the Patriot ledger, 

some of charges include paying a former employee with 

fraudulent checks, renting office space in Dedham and paying 

the building owner with fraudulent checks, Stealing the 

passport of a Needham woman.  

During this time, some of the local newspapers began looking 

into the past of Mr. Papas and disclosed in news story in June, 

that Paul N. Papas II in 1983 was hauled into court for 

threatening to bomb the Norfolk County Trust Headquarters in 

Dedham. According to the prosecution in this case, Papas 

telephoned the bank and threatened to blow it up if bank 

officials did not deliver $1 million in cash. Papas did not hire 

an attorney to defend him in this case and instead decided to 

defend himself. He was ultimately found guilty and served a 

year in the federal penitentiary at Danbury, Connecticut for 

extortion. 

These disclosures had no effect on the determined Mr. Papas, 

and he later filed criminal complaints against the Hanson 

Police Chief with harassment, the Water Supt. With soliciting 

a bribe, and Town Counsel with attempting to cover up the 

Water Superintendent and Police Chief’s offenses. After 

denying the charges against the three officials, The Judge told 

Papas, that he ought to get a lawyer. Instead, Papas said he 

would file charges against the Judge for “compounding and 

concealing a felony” under Chapter 268, Section 36 of Mass. 

General Laws. After this defeat in court, Papas vowed to form 

a new Town called “Liberty” in the Monponsett area claiming 

that he had at least twenty people in that section who would 

like to secede from Hanson because they are all fed up”.  

Later, on June 29th, Papas filed and Eight Hundred and 

Twenty-Five million dollar Civil Suit in the United States 

District Court of Rhode Island against forty individuals, 

corporations, and public officials, including all members of 

the board of Selectmen, Board of Health, Town Clerk, Town 

Counsel, The District Attorney of Plymouth County, The 

Judge of the District Court, Officials of Rockland Trust Co., A 

Plymouth County Deputy Sheriff, and many former Town 

Officials. The Chief Justice of the United States District Court 

of Rhode Island dismissed both the lawsuit and a subsequent 

appeal.  

Later Mr. Papas attempted unsuccessfully to recall nine 

elected officials including the Board of Selectmen and in 

probably one of the most unprecedented actions in recent 

memory, after a public hearing by the Board of Registrars he 

was officially removed from the voting rolls in the Town of 

Hanson. This conclusion was made after the Registrars said 

sufficient evidence was submitted at the hearing that Mr. 

Papas did not in fact live in this Town. Despite this, Papas 

later managed to attend a Republican County Caucus where he 

was named a delegate to the State Republican Convention. 

This infuriated the local Hanson delegation who then protested 

his delegate status to the Republican Credentials Committee. 

However, despite evidence submitted to the committee,  

(Cont. page 6) 
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showing that Papas was not a registered voter in Hanson, and 

that he was not allowed in the voting section at Town 

Meetings, and that he was not allowed to vote in elections, and 

was not a Registered Republican, the Credentials Committee 

ruled he could sit as a convention delegate since he was at one 

time a Registered Republican.  

In October of 1985, Papas was again arrested by police and 

charged with illegally collecting rent and security deposit on a 

condemned house on Ocean Avenue. According to the 

Brockton Enterprise the actual charge was Larceny by false 

pretenses. This charge along with the others previously 

mentioned in the Dedham District Court, marked the end of  

 

 

his battle for justice in Hanson, and he eventually was sent 

back to prison. Some years later, Papas resurfaced in the City 

of Brockton, where according to the Enterprise newspaper at 

the time, he was arrested and later tried and convicted of 

running a Mortgage Scam and again sent back to prison.  

Where is Paul N. Papas II today? We understand from reliable 

sources that his last activities were that of a minister, running 

a halfway house and starting a shelter for abused women, as 

well as conducting bible studies and worship services 

somewhere in a Town west of Boston. This seems quite 

plausible since a 1985 news article in the “Hanson Reporter” 

showed that on his original voter registration card Papas listed 

one of his occupations as “Minister”.  

__________________________________________________________________ 
Rodney T. Smith 

5/8/1940- 4/7/2010  

We are sorry to report that Hanson Historical Society lost one of its most active and beloved members. Rodney T. Smith died on 

Wednesday, April 7th, 2010. He was a regular attendee at our meetings, and had a wealth of knowledge, and hundreds of stories about 

Hanson and its residents. In addition, Rodney maintained our website from its inception until his recent illness. He will be greatly 

missed by all that knew him. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

HANSON’S FIRST POST OFFICE 

By: Melinda Barclay 

 

The year of 1820 is when Hanson officially broke away from 

Pembroke and became a town of its own. This is also the year 

of the first post office in Hanson. The post office was located 

in Cornelius Cobb’s general store. Captain Nathaniel 

Callamore was named Postmaster. Stage coaches delivered the 

mail four times a week and the mail was received from 

Hanover and East Bridgewater. Ephraim Cox served as 

Hanson’s first mail carrier for fourteen years, at a pay rate of 

$80.00 a year. Mr. Cox carried the male on horseback for six 

of those fourteen years.  

 

In 1845, the town granted another Post Office to open due to 

The Old Colony Railroad’s recent coming to town. The new 

office was located on Main St. at the South Hanson Railroad 

 

 
Station. Barak Osborne served as postmaster. Throughout the 

years, many more post offices opened up throughout town as 

during this time, the mail was the most popular mode of 

communicating. Harding’s Store on the corner of Washington 

St. and Spring St. opened an office, the A.J. DeSorice store 

hosted the Monponsett Post Office, as well the North Hanson 

Railroad Station. On the southwest corner of Main and Union 

St was where the Bryantville Post Office opened and it is still 

in existence today, but in Pembroke.  In 1940, the Post Office 

Department decided to discontinue the use of the term “South 

Hanson” citing that the term, “Hanson” was more suitable. 

Today, Hanson has two Post Offices in existence, the Hanson 

Post Office located on Main St and the Monponsett Post 

Office, located on Monponsett St.  
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RABBIT CITY 

By: Melinda Barclay 

 

In the 1920’s, a chicken farm on 705 Main St, now Hanson 

Animal Hospital, was purchased by “city folks.” They posted 

ads in the paper and stocked it with thousands of rabbits, 

proclaiming it “Rabbit City.” Raising these animals required 

lots of grain. Therefore, machinery was set up in a rear barn 

under cover and was soon operating as a moonshine still. A 

building was built at the corner of Crooker Place, over the 

brook, and called “Floett’s Tea Room”-powerful indeed! 

Authorities caught on and raided the place. All the of the 

rabbits were set free. The tea room was then moved to 

Robinson St. and is now the American Legion.  

 
 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

EARLY INSUSTRIES 

 

In 1928, Hanson’s principal industries were box making, 

farming, cranberry growing, manufacturing of tacks, shoe 

nails, electrical equipment and  

lumbering. In the early days, Hanson had beds of iron ore in 

the many ponds that provided considerable profit.  

FROM THE PRESIDENTS 

Our initial issue was extremely well received as we hope this 

one will be. Congratulations and appreciation are due to 

Melinda Barclay, our editor.  

Our annual dinner was a success financially and everyone 

seems to have enjoyed the meal and entertainment. Thanks to 

the many people who worked to make that happen.  

Because of the additional cost of our newsletter, we are going 

to try to stop sending issues to former members who may no 

longer be interested and are not current dues paying members. 

This change will NOT impact the many organizations like 

churches, historical societies, newspapers, etc. that receive 

copies of our newsletter. However, if individuals are no longer 

paying dues they will be dropped from our distribution after 

this issue. If you see and X on your address label, it will 

indicate that we have no record of your dues payment. If you 

believe such an indication is incorrect, please contact us at 

781-294-8645. 

Hope everyone has a wonderful summer. 

Patty & John Norton 

__________________________________________ 

  
 

 



The Hanson Historical Society 

P.O. BOX 52 

Hanson, MA  02341. 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Yes! I want to support the Hanson Historical Society by becoming a member with my annual 

dues.  

 

NAME:_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

STREET:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

TOWN:________________________________STATE______________ZIP______________ 

 

PHONE:____(____)______________________EMAIL:______________________________ 

 

RENEWAL:_________________________  NEW MEMBER:_________________________ 

 

Individual $7.00__________Family $10.00______________Business $15.00_____________ 

 

Date:_____________          Thank You! 

 

                               Mail your check made out to the Hanson Historical Society 

                          to: Hanson Historical Society, P.O. Box #52, Hanson, Ma 02341. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



                          
                                                                                                        

 


