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FROM THE EDITOR: 

It is with great sadness that I announce the passing of a 

beloved Hanson Historical Society member and very dear 

friend of mine, Edward C. Johnson. Ed joined the HHS a 

few years ago. He was a regular attendee at our monthly 

meetings where he enjoyed listening to guest speakers on 

various subjects. He was an avid Civil War re-enactor and 

Historian. At one of the last meetings Ed attended, for show 

and tell, he shared with us an old makeshift flashlight that 

was used during the Civil War. You could sense the passion 

in him when any topic on the Civil War came up. The 

Hanson Historical Society would like to thank Ed’s family 

and friends who made donations to the society on behalf of 

Ed. Ed will be remembered by friends and family for his 

unique sense of humor, his pure devotion to his family and 

loved ones and of course, his love for history. 

 

            
 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

HAVE YOU SEEN ME? 
 

 
 

Above: James Rogers in 1981 (left) and an age-progressed image to 26, circa 1992 (right) 

 

James W. Rogers 

Last seen in Hanson, Plymouth County, Massachusetts on October 18, 1981 

Vital statistics: White male. Born on November 12, 1966. : Brown hair; brown eyes. Rogers has a chicken pox scar under his 

right eye. He does not have a pectoral muscle on the right side of his chest. Rogers' upper front teeth are large-sized and spaced 

apart. He speaks with a New England accent. He was fourteen at the time. 

 

Circumstances: Rogers called a friend on October 18, 1981 and stated he planned to hitchhike to the person's home. Rogers 

never arrived and has not been seen or heard from since. He may have traveled through the nearby cranberry bogs. Classified as 

a Non-Family Abduction. 

 

Reason for inclusion: Rogers' case was closed in 2004. 

 

Please note that although this crime took place a number of years ago, the perpetrator could still be living in the area. If you 

know anything at all about Jimmy’s disappearance, please contact the Hanson Police Department. 

 

If you have any information at all, Please contact the Hanson Police Department at 781-293-4625. 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~machanso/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~machanso/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~machanso/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~machanso/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~machanso/
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Hanson’s first soldier to be killed during WWII 

By: Melinda Barclay 

In early January of 1945, Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Hammond of 

Pleasant St, received a telegram from the Secretary of War. 

The telegram stated that their eldest son, T/SGT Elmer R. 

Hammond, was killed January 5
th
 in England as a result of 

an aircraft accident.  T/SGT Hammond was the first soldier 

from Hanson to be killed during World War II. He was also 

the first soldier from Hanson to be brought home from the 

war.  

T/SGT Hammond was born on December 6
th

, 1923 in Nova 

Scotia. He came to Hanson at about 6 years old. He enlisted 

in the Army after the Navy and Marines turned him down 

for not being an American citizen. He was then placed into 

the Army Air Core as a Tech. SGT. T/SGT Hammond was 

not drafted, he joined simply because he wanted to.  

Elmer R. Hammond entered the service in February of 1943, 

and left for foreign duty in June of 1944. He received his 

training at Fort Denvers, Atlantic City; New England 

Aircraft School, Boston; Fort Willow Run Plant, Michigan; 

Haringen, Texas; Chiclopee; Charlestown, S.C. Airport 

Field and at Langley Field, Virginia, from where he departed  

 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

The sign above is from Mayflower Grove, a popular summer  

destination located in Bryantville, at the beginning of the 

century. 

 

 

 

                      

to go overseas.  Prior to his service, Elmer R. Hammond 

served as Commander of The Sons of the American Legion, 

Squadron 226, Hanson, MA. During his service to his 

nation, he flew with the Eighth United States Army Air 

Force. He was a member of a flight crew aboard a squadron 

of B-17 bombers HVY. His craft had carried the nose art 

“BUMBLE BEE” which in all likelihood was created by 

Walt Disney which was often the case at the time.  

T/SGT Hammond was only required to do 30 missions 

overseas. As Elmer’s younger brother Sam now recalls, 

Elmer as a “great guy” who was “brave, heroic, and a guy 

I’d like to have as my backup if I were now in the Army.”  

T/SGT Hammond died on his 40
th

 mission, a mission that he 

was in no way required to do-very heroic indeed.  

T/SGT Hammond left behind his beloved parents, Gilbert 

and Abbie; his wife Tina; and his two younger brothers, Sam 

and Gil. When Elmer passed away, Sam was 9 and Gil was 

7. When his body was finally returned home to his family, 

Sam was 11 and Gil was 9. Hammond was laid to rest at 

Fern Hill Cemetery.  

The HHS would like to thank Samuel Hammond for contributing family stories 

about his brother for this article. Other Sources for this story: HHS’s personal 

records; and http://alp226.org/elmer-hammond.php. 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

http://alp226.org/elmer-hammond.php
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Letter from the Presidents: 

 

We believe we had another successful annual dinner.  Everyone seemed to enjoy both the food and the evening's 

entertainment.  Thanks again to the many, many people whose work make this event possible. 

Our next major event will be the Strawberry Festival Friday, June 17
th 

   5-8 PM 

Plans and costs are taking shape for the trolley ride event we have been discussing at our last meetings.  The plan is 

to depart from the Whitman post office at 11AM on Sunday, July 17
th

 and follow the original 1900 trolley route through 

Hanson, Pembroke and Kingston into Jabaez Corner in Plymouth, pointing out historic sites along the way.  We will then 

continue about a mile further south to Bert's Landing (formerly Bert's) for a private lunch buffet.  Then, we will reboard 

the trolley for the return trip again along the original route and anticipate returning to the Whitman post office by 2:00 PM.   

We have only 34 seats on the trolley.  Tickets will be $30.00 per person, sold first come first served. This fare will not 

quite cover the actual cost so it is imperative that we know early if we can sell 34 tickets.  If we have not sold the 34 

tickets by June 15
th

 we will have to cancel the outing.  Please contact Patty Norton at 781 294-8645 to purchase tickets. 

 

John & Patty Norton 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY CALENDAR 

                                       2011 

Held at the School House #4 unless otherwise stated 

 

June 2
nd

 meeting                                                       7:00 p.m. 

Speaker: Ryan McNabb, National Park Service 

 

June 16
th
                                                          about 5:30 p.m. 

Strawberry Prep. Night 

 

June 17
th
                                               5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Strawberry Festival 

 

July 17
th

                                              11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Trolley Run from Whitman  Post Office to Jabez Corner,  

Plymouth- HHS 50
th
 anniversary. 

Tickets- contact Patty Norton 781 294-8645 

August 4
th

 meeting                                  7:00 p.m. 

Speaker: TBA 

 

September 1
st
 meeting                                 7:00 p.m. 

Speaker: TBA 

 

September 17
th
 rain date 18

th          
         9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Harvest Fair & Craft Show 

 

October 6
th

 meeting                                 7:00 p.m. 

Speaker: TBA 
  

November 3
rd 

meeting                                 6:30   p.m. 

Pot Luck dinner at Thomas Mill 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

      HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

             BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

                   2011- 2012 
 

    John & Patty Norton     -   Co-Presidents 

                  tel # 781 294-8645 

              e-mail: pnorton31@comcast.net 
  

Allan Clemons                      Vice President 

Cathy Bergeron                     Secretary 

Richard & Betsy Blake         Treasurer 

Mary Blauss Edwards           Webmaster/Curator 

Melinda Barclay                    Director at Large 

Bruce Young                          Member at large 

Mark Vess                              Member at large 

mailto:pnorton31@comcast.net
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A Gypsy Wedding- 

July, 1915 

 

By: Bruce Young 

 

A rare and unusual occurrence took place in the Northern 

part of Hanson in 1915, when friends and neighbors were 

treated to the excitement and merry making of a traditional 

Gypsy wedding. Although Gypsy clans are usually 

associated with those found in Europe, Hanson had its own 

Gypsy family, the Johnson clan living on what is now 

Glenwood Place.  

On July 12, 1915 the two tribes of negotiating parties began 

to gather at the home of the Johnson’s. The bride, Princess 

Amelia Thomas Johnson, and the groom, Prince Miller 

Stevenson had seen each other only twice. Once when they 

were children and once when the paths of the two tribes 

crossed as they traveled on one of their long summer 

journeys.  

In these times, a typical proposal of marriage in the Gypsy 

tradition was the giving of a colored handkerchief. If worn 

by the lady, the gentleman knew he was accepted. Whereas 

today most Gypsy couples marry in a church or registry 

office, traditionally a Gypsy wedding took place in the open-

air in front of witnesses, the couple simply joining hands, or 

more interestingly, jumping over a broomstick hand in hand.  

In this case, after forty hours of negotiating by the parties, 

all the preliminaries were settled and the ceremony began. 

The Kings of the different tribes also acted as the priests. On 

July 18
th

, feasts were prepared for the two tribes, consisting 

of 137 members and invited guests. Dancing constituted a 

large part of the bridal festivities and was led by King and 

Queen Johnson and King and Queen Stevenson. An eight-

piece orchestra of which Horace Cushman was the cornetist 

furnished music.  

Grown people and children joined in the wild gypsy 

dancing, and although there was nothing that suggested a 

waltz, fox trot, or two-step, the many movements were said 

to have a certain grace about them, which was attractive. 

The bride changed her attire a number of times during the 

day, appearing first in red silk, then a rose silk, and then in a 

lace dress. Not a word was to be spoken between the bride 

and the groom for seven days.  

It should be noted that a variety of taboos once governed 

many aspects of everyday gypsy life, and nearly all applied 

to women and domestic work, and virtually none to men and 

children. Women for example were not permitted to walk in 

front of a seated man, and had to pass behind him. Some 

were also barred from combing their hair in the presence of 

men, even their husbands. Women’s clothes too had to be 

both washed and dried separately from those of the men.  

At the wedding feast, the local Hanson guests were served a 

dinner prepared by a cook secured especially for them, and 

outside visitors were asked to leave at 5 O’clock when 

certain secret rites were performed by the two Kings.  

In the evening visitors were again welcomed and festivities 

continued. They certainly would have continued through the 

day on Sunday, but a license could not be obtained for 

Sunday music and entertainment, so the festivities were 

temporarily discontinued and then started up again on 

Monday. On Tuesday was observed a day of rest and after 

that the Stevenson tribe departed.  

On Saturday evening Mr. LePoint, on behalf of the local 

Hanson neighbors, presented the bride in the parlor of her 

parents a beautiful bouquet of roses and pinks but no words 

were spoken. In true Gypsy tradition the bride presented as 

wedding gifts to the heads of the families, heavy silk 

handkerchiefs of the brightest colors imaginable.  

A second Gypsy wedding took place on October 26, 1916, 

with the betrothal service on Wednesday, the 25
th
, after 

which neighbors and friends from Hanson were invited to 

participate in the festivities. This included dancing on the 

lawn and the serving of a banquet.   

Gypsy society of the early twentieth century was rich in 

traditions relating to birth, childhood, marriage, old age and 

death. Over the past century, many traditions have declined, 

or been abandoned altogether.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TRIVIA:  

Where did the name Maquan originate from? 

According to the late Historian, Russell Gardner, a decendent of the last Native American’s in the area, the name Maquan is the 

Native American term for mocossin.  Maquan Pond is shaped like a mocossin therefore, giving it its name. Maquan School was 

named after the pond because of the close proximity of the two. 
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Young boy drowns after falling into Hanson sandpit 

By: Melinda Barclay 

One Saturday afternoon in June, over fifty years ago, 9 year 

old Kenneth Crosby tragically drowned in Benson’s Sandpit. 

The Sandpit is located in Hanson near Main and Franklin 

streets. Kenneth was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Sumner C. 

Crosby, jewelers from Whitman, Mass. 

A frantic fight for the boys life ensued after Crosby and 

three of his friends decided to go swimming. Benson’s 

Sandpit had recently flooded due to heavy rain fall in the 

area filling the pit to a depth of fifteen to twenty feet of 

water. 

George Terrio was one of Kenneth’s playmates who was 

with him at the time of the tragic accident. According to 

George, the boys were walking along the rocky edge of the 

pit when Crosby, after just having removed his clothing, 

slipped on a loose stone and fell in. Miss Frances Thomas 

and a friend were driving by the scene of the accident when 

the boys stopped her car to ask for help. Miss Thomas 

immediately ran to the pit, removed her uniform, and 

plunged into the murky waters. She tried relentlessly to find 

the boy, but it was unsuccessful.  

In the meantime, the boys stopped Joesph “Buddy” 

Beauregard’s truck. Buddy then rushed to South Hanson to 

notify the fire department. The fire dept. then sent in a call 

to Hose I for drowning equipment.  Fire and rescue vehicles 

from Hanson, Whitman, East Bridgewater and Bryantville 

were called to the scene.  

 

               South Hanson Fire Department 

Fireman Alton Smith was finally able to retrieve the victim 

who at that point, had been submerged for one hour and 

fifteen minutes. The fire departments worked with an 

inhalator for 2 ½ hours. The whole ordeal lasted four hours 

total. Kenneth’s father looked on frantically while efforts 

were being made to revive the victim. Medical Examiner, 

Norbert F. Lough, of Rockland, pronounced the boy dead at 

4:00 p.m. At this time, the boys grief-stricken father turned 

away and said, “Now the hardest thing I have to do is go 

home and tell his mother.” Young Kenneth’s death was the 

second tragedy to strike the family in the years surrounding 

the drowning. They lost Kenneth’s older brother in an 

automobile accident two years prior to Kenneth’s drowning.  

Sources for story: HHS personal archives
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Love and Loss in the West Parish 

 

By: Mary Blauss Edwards 

 

Eunice (Briggs) Everson was one of the founding mothers of Hanson. Of the 155 families listed in the 1820 Census of Hanson, 

Eunice was one of only 10 female heads of households.  Born at Halifax in 1758, the daughter of Barnabas Briggs and Lois 

Bryant, she married Levi Everson of Kingston, 17 July 1777 at the age of 19. She died on 7 November 1840 at the age of 82 in 

Hanson. Her husband Levi Everson was born at Kingston, 24 March 1754, the son of Richard Everson and Averick Churchill. 

He was baptized at the First Church of Kingston, 31 October 1756.  Eunice stated that she and Levi had been engaged in 1775, 

when he began service in the Revolutionary War, and that he returned to military service several weeks after the wedding. On 7 

August 1837, Eunice Everson visited the Plymouth County Probate Court to petition for a Revolutionary War widow’s pension. 

She no longer possessed any of his military papers, so she included several anecdotal stories which provided wonderful insight 

into their lives during the Revolution, as well as their courtship. She stated that he enlisted in the fall of 1775 and was stationed 

at Roxbury for 10 months in Capt. Peleg Wadsworth’s company. During that time “he came home several times on furlough 

and visited her at her father’s house at Halifax and he was dressed in Regimental clothes”. He served in 1776 at Plymouth in 

Capt. Weston’s company, “and she remembers hearing him tell of the soldiers there placing their provisions which they called 

“horse beef” on a pole and marching round it with their music, which brought out many of the leading men in Plymouth to 

enquire, “What is the matter!?”. In early 1777, he marched to New York in Capt. Harlow’s company and at New York City was 

taken sick along with many other men. He was placed in the barracks under the care of Doctor Gad Hitchcock, surgeon [son of 

the Rev. Gad Hitchcock of the West Parish of Pembroke]. Eunice stated that she remembered his sickness very well “as I was 

then betrothed to him and was anxious for his health, I have heard him relate that the enemy fired into the barracks which 

obliged Dr. Hitchcock to go with the sick men and [Levi] amongst them to New Jersey for safety”. Levi returned home in June 

1777 and they were married in July. “In two or three weeks afterwards, he was called out and marched to Rhode Island” where 

he stayed four months, his final military service. Levi walked home to Eunice from Rhode Island with a fellow soldier, Joshua 

Brewster, who was so fatigued that Levi, “being young… brought [Brewster] on [Levi’s] back to our house, where [Brewster] 

tarried all night”. 

Upon Levi’s return from the Revolutionary war, he and Eunice settled in the west parish of Pembroke, where Levi purchased 

land and became a yeoman farmer. They had twelve children, born between 1779 and 1798, all of whom survived into 

adulthood. But tragedy befell the family on April 5, 1800. The Pembroke town clerk recorded that Levi died “in a sudden and 

awful manner by being swept into the river near Josselyn forge and instantly drowning” at the age of 46. Eunice testified that 

her husband “died in April in the year 1800 by drowning while crossing the dam of a river which was carried away by a sudden 

and heavy freshet, he being then going to Plymouth to attend court there as a juryman”. He drowned from the North River 

bridge [located today at the site of the Washington Street bridge which crosses the North River on the border of Pembroke and 

Hanover]. He died three months before their 23
rd

 wedding anniversary. Eunice was a widow for the remaining 40 years of her 

life. 

Eunice was left a substantial amount of property after her husband’s death. On 5 November 1789, he had purchased 36 ½ acres 

in Lot 36 of Major’s Purchase. Levi Everson’s personal and real estate (including 3/4
ths

 of a pew at the West Meeting House 

[Hanson Congregational Church]) was valued at $1957.11. Gershom Ramsdell was paid $1.75 to dig Levi’s grave at Fern Hill 

Cemetery. The twelve children of Levi Everson (ranging in age from the eldest Levi, age 21, to the youngest, Barnabas, age 1 

½, all of whom were still living at home at the time of Levi’s death) each received an inheritance of $67.69. The widowed 

Eunice inherited 1/3 of the estate, including the homestead farm located on “the highway running from the Pembroke 

meetinghouse [now Hanson Congregational Church] to the meetinghouse in the east precinct of Bridgewater”. The combination 

of inheriting a stable homestead farm, along with having several teenage boys who could assist in operating the farm may have 

allowed Eunice to operate the farm independently without having to remarry for financial support of her 12 children. When 

Hanson was incorporated as a town in 1820, Eunice, at the age of 62, became a founding mother of Hanson. (cont. on page 7) 

 

1794 Pembroke Map, showing the North River Bridge along the “road from Plymouth to Boston” where Levi Everson died (upper right) 
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(cont. from page 6) 

 

Levi EVERSON and Eunice BRIGGS had the following children: 

 

  i. Levi EVERSON Junior, born 31 January 1779, Pembroke, Massachusetts; married Bathsheba HOLMES, 22 

August 1802, Pembroke, Massachusetts; died 2 July 1841, Hanson, Massachusetts. 

  ii. Eunice EVERSON, born 25 November 1780, Pembroke, Massachusetts; married Danford SPRAGUE, 14 April 

1805, Pembroke, Massachusetts; died before 31 May 1845. 

  iii. Averick EVERSON, born 13 October 1782, Pembroke, Massachusetts; married John TOLMAN, 13 October 

1803, Pembroke, Massachusetts; died 12 April 1854, Hanson. 

  iv. Abigail “Nabby” EVERSON was born on 14 August 1784 in Pembroke, Massachusetts; never married. 

  v. Sylvanus EVERSON, born 27 June 1786, Pembroke, Massachusetts; married Lydia BEARCE, 26 August 1814, 

Pembroke, Massachusetts; died 15 August 1872, Hanson, Massachusetts. 

  vi. Charlotte EVERSON, born 5 January 1788, Pembroke, Massachusetts; married Samuel HOWARD, 11 October 

1807, Pembroke, Massachusetts. 

  vii. Samuel EVERSON, born 1 February 1790 in Pembroke, Massachusetts; never married; died September 1867, 

Hanson. 

  viii. Richard EVERSON, born 23 November 1791, Pembroke, Massachusetts; married Mercy MUNROE, 27 April 

1813, Pembroke, Massachusetts; died 8 October 1868, Hanson, Massachusetts. 

  ix. Martha "Patty" EVERSON, born 8 October 1793, Pembroke, Massachusetts; married Daniel HITCHCOCK, 11 

June 1815, Pembroke, Massachusetts; died 29 November 1885, Hanson, Massachusetts. 

  x. Clarissa EVERSON, born 18 October 1795, Pembroke, Massachusetts; baptized 17 July 1808 at the Second 

Church of Christ, Pembroke, Massachusetts [now the Hanson Congregational Church]; married  Oliver 

BOURNE, 26 January 1826, Hanson; died 6 January 1864, Hanson, Massachusetts. 

  xi. Dulcinea EVERSON, born 12 May 1797,  Pembroke, Massachusetts; baptized 17 July 1808 at the Second 

Church of Christ, Pembroke, Massachusetts [now the Hanson Congregational Church]; married Samuel 

HOWLAND, 26 June 1826, Hanson, Massachusetts; died 13 August 1847, Hanson, Massachusetts. 

  xii. Barnabas EVERSON was born on 14 December 1798 in Pembroke, Massachusetts; baptized 17 July 1808 at the 

Second Church of Christ, Pembroke, Massachusetts [now the Hanson Congregational Church]; never married; 

died 23 November 1820 in Hanson, Massachusetts. 
 

Sources: Eunice Everson Revolutionary War Pension Application, #W14702, NARA M804. Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty-Land Warrant Application Files, microfilm 

publication M804 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives); Isaac Josselyn to Levi Everson deed (1789), 70:87, Plymouth County, Massachusetts Land Records (available on 

microfilm at NEHGS, Boston, MA); Levi Everson probate record (1800), docket #7399, Plymouth County, Massachusetts Probate Records (available on microfilm at NEHGS, 

Boston, MA); Massachusetts Vital Records (available at www.americanancestors.org);  1794 Pembroke Map from L. Vernon Briggs, History of Shipbuilding on North River, 

Plymouth County, Massachusetts (Boston, MA: 1889). 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________      

Around Town 

 

  
   Joseph White Estate est. 1883, West Washington St. 
 

 
          Plymouth St., Bryantville. 1908 Battle. 

 
                Mayflower Grove Bryantville, Mass. 

 

 
            Corner of Liberty and Washington Streets.



 

The Hanson Historical Society 

P.O. BOX 52 

Hanson, MA 02341. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Yes! I want to support the Hanson Historical Society by becoming a member with my annual dues-

April thru November.  

 

NAME:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STREET:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

TOWN:________________________________STATE______________ZIP_________________ 

 

PHONE:____(____)______________________ EMAIL:________________________________ 

 

RENEWAL:_____________________________NEW MEMBER:_________________________ 

 

Individual $7.00__________________ Family $10.00______________ Business:_____________ 

 

 

Date:_____________          Thank You! 

 

                               Mail your check made out to the Hanson Historical Society 

                      & mail to: Hanson Historical Society, P.O. Box #52, Hanson, Ma 02341. 



 

 

 
 


