
                                  The Hanson Historical Society Newsletter                      Spring 2013 

 

                  
                                           Editor: Melinda Barclay 

 

 

Letter from the Presidents: 

 

We are starting another season and hope to line up some good speakers and special events. We hope to see 

everyone at our April meeting, which is on April 4
th

, 2013 at 7:00 p,m., at Schoolhouse #4 on Main Street, in 

Hanson. We will be hearing Sylvia Salas speaking about Fern Hill Cemetery. Our speaker for our May turkey 

dinner, held annually at Camp Kiwanee, will be Dr. William Hanna. He will be speaking on “The Life of 

Lincoln through Photos.”  

 

We also will be starting our annual membership drive-just $7 per person or a $10 per family for a one year 

membership to the society. 

 

Let’s get the 2013 season underway and off to a good start. 

 

John & Patty Norton, Co-Presidents 

 

 

                                                       Hanson Historical Society Harvest Fair  

 

                                               
 

                              Mark Vess taking local children for a bumpy ride at our annual Harvest Fair 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~machanso/
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NATIVE TRIVIA 
 

-The local tribes would summer near the shores, 

spending their time digging up crabs, lobsters and 

shellfish. In the Fall, they would harvest and hunt. 

During the wintertime, they would move their 

wigwams to the forest for shelter and in the Spring, 

they would plant their gardens and the female elders 

would guard the fields while the rest of the tribe 

would head to the shore 

 

- In 1616, deadly plagues ravaged the east coast and 

wiped out 70% of the Wampanoag population. 

Diseases such as smallpox, typhoid, spotted fever 

and measles also brought the Massachusett 

population from around 10,000 to 1,000 natives. 

The plagues are believed to have been brought to 

the coast by European explorers who had been 

exploring the area before the arrival of the pilgrims. 

 

-After the Puritans had settled the Massachusetts 

Bay Colony, it is believed that that Governor John 

Winthrop gave Chief Chickatawbut a suit that was 

infected with smallpox, killing the Sachem of the 

Massachusetts tribe.  

 

-Unlike European’s at the time of the Pilgrim and 

Puritan’s arrival, the local native tribes always lived 

near water supplies, allowing them to bathe 

regularly.  

 

         
                      

                            A Wigwam 

-The local tribes lived in wigwams, not teepee’s. 

Wigwams were huts made of bark, mud, twigs and 

straw. The sleeping areas were elevated and there 

was a fire pit in the middle.  

 

-For the most part, the local elders and tribes got 

along with the settlers until around 1650, with the 

arrival of the Puritans who showed little moral code 

of conduct 

 

                 
            

            Portrait of King Phillip by Paul Revere 

 

-King Phillip or “Metacomb” attempted to lead the 

tribes into driving out the white settlers by burning 

down towns in eastern Massachusetts and Rhode 

Island. 

 

-After King Phillip was fatally wounded by a 

Praying Indian on August 12
th

, 1676, the Puritans 

displayed his head on a pole in Plymouths town 

square for two decades. 

 

 

-Over 600 colonists and 3,000 natives were killed 

during King Phillip’s War. 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Philip_King_of_Mount_Hope_by_Paul_Revere.jpeg
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Trivia continued from page 2: 

 

-Research and artifacts show that the Plymouth 

County area was first settled by Indian’s 5,000 

years ago. 
 

-A “Praying Indian” was an Indian who converted 

to Christianity and learned English, so they  

would have little conflict with the Puritans to spare 

their lives. 

 

-For many years, Queen Patience or “Sunny Eyes”, 

the Great-Granddaughter of Sachem Chickatawbut 

of the Massachusett tribe lived on the peninsula 

known as “Joshua’s Point” on Furnace Pond in 

Pembroke.  

 

-When Hanson and Pembroke were settled by the 

Europeans in about 1650, the natives would trade 

arrowheads, deerskin clothes, and fields of maze of 

the white man’s rum. 

            
 

Boundary stone marking the northern point of the  

“Major’s Purchase” 

 

-Wampatuck Pond was named after Sachem 

Chickatawbut’s eldest son, Josias Wampatuck. He 

was well known for signing the “Major’s Purchase” 

in which he sold off the majority of the tribes land 

and kept 1,000 acres for himself and his heirs.  

 

                                                         
 

                                           The original deed of the “Major’s Purchase” from  

                                              Sachem Josias Wampatuck to Josiah Winslow 
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HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY CALENDAR                                                                      

2013            
Meetings held at School House #4 unless otherwise stated 

 

April 4
th

 meeting                                         7:00 p.m. 
Speaker: Sylvia Salas 
Speaking on: Fern Hill Cemetery 
 

May 2
nd

 Annual Turkey Dinner                6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
At Camp Kiwanee 
Speaker: Dr. William Hanna 
Speaking on: “Life of Lincoln through Photographs” 
 

June 6
th

 meeting                                          7:00 p.m. 

Speaker: TBD 

 

June 20
th

                                                      about 5:30 p.m. 

Strawberry Prep night 

 

June 21
st
  

Strawberry Festival                                    5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Sept. 5
th

 meeting                                          7:00 p.m. 
Speaker: TBD 
 

Sept. 21
st
                                                       9am-3pm 

(Tentative) 

Harvest Fair, Craft & Yard Sale   

 

Oct. 3
rd

 meeting                                           7:00 p.m. 
Speaker: TBD 
 

Nov. 7 meeting Pot Luck Dinner               6:30 p.m. 
At Thomas Mill  
 

 

         
 

         

                      HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

                        BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

                                   2012- 2013 

                                  John & Patty Norton - Co-Presidents 

                                  tel # 781 294-8645 

                                  e-mail: pnorton31@comcast.net 

 

Allan Clemons                                                     Vice President 

Cathy Bergeron                                                     Secretary 

Richard & Betsy Blake                                          Treasurer 

Mary Blauss Edwards                                            Webmaster/Curator 

Melinda Barclay                                                    Director at Large 

Bruce Young                                                         Member at Large 

Mark Vess                                                             Member at Large 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pnorton31@comcast.net
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The Hanson Historical Society is saddened to 

announce the passing of lifelong Hanson resident, 

Ellen Stillman who passed away last Fall, at the age 

of 100 after a period of brief illness. Ellen will be 

remembered by The Hanson Historical Society as 

well as Hanson residents for being the first female 

member of the Board of Directors for Ocean Spray 

Cranberry Company. One of the founders of Ocean 

Spray ”The Cranberry King,” Marcus Urann, who 

was also from Hanson, Massachusetts,  had a 

conversation with Stillman which is how Ellen 

started her journey in advertising which took her all 

over the globe. She also devoted her time to 

volunteering on the women’s committee at the 

Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. Ellen was admired 

for her outstanding leadership abilities against a 

time when women were not accepted into corporate 

America. 

 

 
              

      Stillman presenting President Eisenhower with  

            cranberries at the White House  

           

 

 

                     
 

Stillman at her 100th birthday party, courtesy of Donna Brown 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Editor’s  Note:  

 
This is the house I grew up in around the turn of the century, 

contributed to The Tunk by Bruce Young. This was before the 

Plymouth County Hospital was built, and when the trolley still 

traveled through Hanson. 
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The Rev. Gad Hitchcock, First Minister of the West Parish  

By: Bruce Young 

In the early days prior to the establishment of the Town of 

Hanson, the citizens of the then, West Parish of Pembroke 

recognized their duty of supporting a church and its 

institutions.  They built a meetinghouse early in 1746, but 

raising required funds was difficult and the finishing and 

furnishing progressed slowly.  

 

For nearly two years no one was selected minister, and 

candidates for the job preached on a “probation” basis. 

According to history, a Mr. Frost was the first and was 

followed by John Brown, Nathaniel Gardner, Cotton Brown, 

Jonathan Winchester and others.  The final selection of a 

pastor for the new society was undertaken with great care. A 

day of fasting and prayer was scheduled for the 24
th

 day of 

September, and the following February, after the advice of 

their neighboring ministers, it was decided to “settle Mr. Gad 

Hitchcock in the ministry if he can be had”.   

 

The committee chosen to acquaint him of the proposal, the 

terms of settlement and the salary to be paid, had difficulty 

reaching an agreement with him. The first offers were refused 

but Mr. Hitchcock apparently was interested because he made 

counter proposals and the final paragraph of the last, and 

eventually the accepted one, seems to indicate the character of 

the man.  “These things, gentlemen, are what I think 

reasonable to be granted to me if I settle in the work of the 

gospel ministry among you, in order to my proceeding with 

becoming cheerfulness and alacrity in that arduous work, and 

therefore I thought proper to lay these before you.  I have now 

nothing further to add, only I would just recommend unto you, 

unity, peace, and charity in the weighty affair of the present 

meeting and in all the future transactions of life, and subscribe 

myself a real friend to your best interests and the most 

obedient servant, Gad Hitchcock.” 

 

The choice of Gad Hitchcock as pastor was a wise one. He 

was a man of exceptional ability, and was strong of character, 

patriotic, fearless in the denunciation of wrongs, yet genial and 

hospitable.  Rev. Hitchcock was born in Springfield, Mass. on 

February 22, 1719. He graduated from Harvard College in 

1743 and was honored with the degree of D.D. in 1787. He 

married Dorothy Angier of Cambridge and they had one child, 

a son born in Hanson in 1749. The son, named for his father, 

would also go on to graduate from Harvard, where he studied 

medicine, and settled in the West Parish, as the first physician.  

 

The Rev. Hitchcock was celebrated for his patriotism and 

doing all he could for the cause of independence. He was a 

member of the convention that framed the Constitution of 

Massachusetts in 1780. He preached the election sermon 

before General Gage in 1774 from the text: “When the 

righteous are in authority, the people rejoice; but when the 

wicked beareth rule, the people mourn”. In it he said, after 

commenting upon the calamities resulting from the reign of 

the wicked, “We need not pass the limits of our own nation for 

sad instances of this. Whether or how far it has been 

exemplified in any of the American colonies, whose 

government in general are nearly copies of the happy British 

original, by the operation of ministerial unconstitutional 

measures, or the public conduct of some among ourselves is 

not for me to determine. It is, however certain that the people 

mourn.” 

Continued on page 7 
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Continued from page 6 

This sermon was prepared with expectation that the British 

Governor would not be present to hear it. When it was finally 

known that he would be in attendance, Hitchcock was advised 

by his friends to be cautious with his remarks. He replied that 

his sermon was written and would not be changed! Nor was it, 

and this enraged Governor Gage but so pleased Samuel 

Adams and other patriots that a new suit of clothes was 

presented to Gad Hitchcock as a mark of their appreciation to 

him.  

 

 

 

               

Through the long years of the Revolutionary War in which he 

served as a chaplain, and through the trying years before the 

Constitution was formed, and through the administrations of 

Washington and Adams, the Rev. Gad Hitchcock went his 

steady round of visiting the sick, instructing the children and 

shepherding his flock. He received 121 persons into church 

membership, and officiated at 861 baptisms. He also baptized 

and received into membership many colored slaves.  He 

carried out is duties over the years, faithfully and effectively 

and won the lasting love and respect of all of his congregation 

and members of the community, until finally old age and 

sickness stayed his willing hands.  

 

After 55 years of service to his Church, his death occurred on 

August 3, 1803, and he lies in eternal rest in the old burying 

ground in the back of the Fern Hill Cemetery.  

Gad Hitchcock Place, Built in 1722 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VIRTUAL ARCHIVES 

 

You may view The Hanson Historical Society’s newsletter, The Tunks, past editions online at: 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mahhs/newsletter.shtml. 

 

In addition, Mary Blauss Edwards organized HHS's collection of manuscript and photographic material into 

archival folders and boxes, which have been housed in the hearse house behind the school house. A catalog of 

the collections is available at the schoolhouse for interested researchers. The photograph collection was 

digitized by volunteer Julie Blauss, and is now available online at the Hanson Historical Society's Flickr 

website. Please browse these wonderful photographs of people and places from Hanson's past! Some of the 

photographs have labels, but others were unidentified, so feel free to add comments or additional details to help 

identify unknown people or locations - do you recognize a relative in one of these images?  

Visit: http://www.flickr.com/people/hansonhistoricalsociety/ 

 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mahhs/newsletter.shtml
http://www.flickr.com/people/hansonhistoricalsociety/


The Hanson Historical Society 

P.O. BOX 52 

Hanson, MA 02341. 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Yes! I want to support the Hanson Historical Society by becoming a member with my annual dues-April thru 

November. The membership fee is due in April. 

 

NAME: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

STREET:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

TOWN:________________________________STATE______________ZIP______________ 

 

 

PHONE:____(____)______________________ EMAIL:________________________________ 

 

RENEWAL:_____________________________ NEW MEMBER:_____________________ 

 

Individual $7.00__________________ Family $10.00______________ Business:_____________ 

 

 

Date:_____________          Thank You! 

 

                               

                             Mail your check made out to the Hanson Historical Society 

               & mail to: Hanson Historical Society, P.O. Box #52, Hanson, MA 02341. 



 


