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President's Letter 

 

     First, and foremost, we want to advise members who were unable to attend our last meeting, and remind 

those that did attend, that we voted to change the previously published meeting for October. The regular 

business meeting originally scheduled for October 4th has been CHANGED to a "Treasure Appraisal" event to 

be held at the Hanson Public Library, Saturday, October 20th from 1pm to 3pm.  As all of our meetings, 

it will be open to the public and attendees will be urged to bring up to three items each for identification, 

authentication and valuation.  This should be a lot of fun!!       

     Our next major non-meeting event, will be our Harvest Fair/Yard Sale scheduled for Saturday, September 

15th (rain date September 16th) from 9am to 3pm.  Any day after our September 6th meeting, we need 

volunteers to help us inspect, sort and move the donated items into our schoolhouse for pricing. The sale works 

much better and yields more money if the majority of the items are pre-priced.  We will try to work around any 

volunteer's schedule. This is a lot of work (and fun) and we can use all the help we can get!!  Also, on the day of 

the event we need volunteers from about 7:30am to begin to help set up tables and put out the items.  The "early 

birds" are always there, and it is difficult to deal with them and bring items out if we're badly outnumbered. 

     This is the final "Tunk" for the season and we would not want to miss an opportunity to, again, thank 

Melinda Barclay for the wonderful job she does editing this newsletter for our organization. 

  

John & Patty Norton, Co-Presidents 

  

Just a reminder: You may view The Hanson Historical Society’s newsletter, The Tunk’s,  past editions 

online at: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mahhs/newsletter.shtml. 

 

Curator’s Corner:  
 

By Mary Blauss Edwards, Curator 

During the summer and fall of 2011, I organized HHS's collection of manuscript and photographic material into 

archival folders and boxes, which have been housed in the hearse house behind the school house. A catalog of 

the collections is available at the schoolhouse for interested researchers. The photograph collection was 

digitized by volunteer Julie Blauss, and is now available online at the Hanson Historical Society's Flickr 

website. Please browse these wonderful photographs of people and places from Hanson's past! Some of the 

photographs have labels, but others were unidentified, so feel free to add comments or additional details to help 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mahhs/newsletter.shtml


identify unknown people or locations - do you recognize a relative in one of these images? Visit: 

http://www.flickr.com/people/hansonhistoricalsociety/ 
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A Forgotten Time 

“On or before the time of the incorporation of Pembroke (according to tradition) there was quite a large settlement of 

Indians on the northerly side of the stream, whose ancestors had lived here from the beginning of time, so far as one 

knows, or can ever know, to the contrary. Here they lived in peace and happiness, training the young red skins in the use 

of the sharp pointed arrows and more deadly tomahawks, with a skill and precision that no white man could ever equal; 

taught them to track the red deer through the surrounding forest with an instinct only equaled by the bloodhounds of 

modern days; taught them to ensnare the cunning beaver and otter, that were once so plentiful in and about every stream 

and pond, and whose furs protected them from the piercing cold through the inclement season; instructed them in the 

manufacture of fishing lines and hooks to entice the shining bass and slippery eel from their native element, and to cure 

them by drying in their smoky wigwams. Here they passed their simple lives in peace, watching in the earliest opening of 

spring, for the myriads of herring that forced their way past them to the ponds above; idled away the long, pleasant 

summer in their youthful  and innocent sports, which is usual to the young of all races; listened to the mournful jabbering 

of the large flocks of wild geese with joyful glee, and they winged their way in the Indian summer to their southern haunts 

; feasted on he roasted ear of corn that a kind Providence had placed at their disposal; and thanked the Great Spirit for His 

kindness to His red children, who had kept and watched over them from time immemorial. Such was the condition of the 

red man before the coming of the pale face with a musket in one hand and a jug of firewater in the other, who with a 

smooth tongue and winning ways defrauded the poor savage of his land, stupefied his senses with rum, dishonored his 

women and daughters, brought strange disorders among them which hitherto been unknown, and caused their speedy 

decay.”  

Lloyd Vernon Briggs 

History of Shipbuilding on North River, Plymouth County, Massachusetts: With Genealogies of the Shipbuilders, and Accounts of the 

Industries Upon Its Tributaries. (1640 to 1872) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NATIVE NAMES: 

Language: The Massachusett tribe used the Algonquian language, a spoken language only. 

Massachusett: “The people who live near the great hill,” thought to be the Blue Hills. 

Mattakeesett, which was the tribe in our area, means 'place of much fish', because of the annual springtime run 

of herring in the local rivers. 

Sachem Chief Chickataubut, means thankful fire. His son, Sachem Chief Josiah Wompatuck’s, name means 

white deer.  

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 

http://www.flickr.com/people/hansonhistoricalsociety/
http://www.wordaz.com/means.html
http://www.wordaz.com/because.html
http://www.wordaz.com/annual.html
http://www.wordaz.com/springtime.html
http://www.wordaz.com/herring.html
http://www.wordaz.com/local.html


Crispus Attucks, the first person shot by the redcoats during the Boston Massacre, was accepted by Bostonian’s 

as mixed race because he was of African-American and Wompanoag descent. 
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HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY CALENDAR 2012 

meetings held at School House #4 unless otherwise stated 

 

September 6
th

                              

7:00 p.m. 

 

Speaker: Melinda Barclay  

Speaking on Albert Burrage, millionaire  

and original owner of Camp Kiwanee 

 

 

September 15th                          

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Rain Date September 16th  

Harvest Fair & Craft Show 

 

 

**October 20th meeting (Date Change)     

1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Treasure Appraisal at Hanson Public Library 

 

November 1st meeting 6: 30 p.m. 

 

Pot luck Supper at Thomas Mill 

HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY CALENDAR 2013 

meetings held at School House #4 unless otherwise stated 

 

April 4th meeting                             7:00 p.m.  

 

Speaker: Sylvia Salas  

Speaking on Fern Hill Cemetery 

 

 

May 2nd Annual Turkey Dinner 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.  

 

At Camp Kiwanee 

Speaker: TBD 

 

 

June 6th meeting 7:00 p.m. 

 

Speaker: TBD 

 

 

June 20th about 5:30 p.m. 

 

Strawberry Prep night 

 

June 21st        Strawberry Festival 

 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
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Mark Vess Member at large 
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History of the Nathaniel Bonney House of 252 High St. 

By: Mary Blauss Edwards 

Shortly after his marriage to Chloe Murdock in 1799, Nathaniel Bonney built a house (today called the “Bonney House”) 

and foundation at what is now 202 High Street. 

Nathaniel Bonney set out to dig a well for the household on the property, but when he had dug down about 20 feet and 

discovered no water, he decided to move the house about 1000 feet north up the hill onto a new foundation (which is now 

252 High Street), and dug a new well which held water.  Later, Nathaniel’s son George Bonney at the time of his marriage 

built a house on the abandoned foundation at what is now 202 High Street. There are conflicting reports regarding the date 

that Nathaniel Bonney moved the house from 202 High Street to 252 High Street. The move may have occurred close to 

the date of the house’s construction, although Joseph White’s History of Hanson Houses reports that Nathaniel Bonney’s 

two youngest children, George and Josiah, were “born in this house, when at its former location”, and since George was 

born in 1826 and Josiah was born in 1828, the house may not actually have been moved until after 1830. 

Nathaniel Bonney was an iron founder, a trader, and a farmer. He married twice, first at Carver on 25 June 1799 to Chloe 

Murdock, and second at Hanson on 3 October 1825 to Polly Robinson. With his first wife he had five children: Lewis (b. 

1800), Cephas (b. 1802), Chloe (b. 1804), Nathaniel Jr. (b. 1808), and Eliza (b. 1811), and with his second wife he had 

two children: George (b. 1826) and Josiah (1828). All seven of his children were born at the “Bonney House”, and 

Nathaniel as well as both of his wives died at the house. 

In 1852, Nathaniel Bonney sold the house to his youngest son Josiah, in celebration of Josiah’s marriage to Martha 

Cushman Cobb on 18 November 1851, although Nathaniel and his second wife Polly continued to live with Josiah’s 

family at the Bonney House until their deaths in 1855 and 1856, respectively. 

Josiah Bonney, a farmer, who had been born and raised in the Bonney House, continued to live in the home with his wife 

Martha and their only child, Mary Robinson Bonney, who was born at the Bonney House in 1854. Martha’s widowed 

mother, Elvira (Wade) Cobb, occasionally lived at the Bonney House, and died there in the fall of 1865. When Mary R. 

Bonney married Richard A. Everson in 1872, they lived with Mary’s parents at the Bonney House from 1872 until 1880, 

when Richard A. Everson purchased a house on Main Street. During their time at the Bonney House, they had two 

children born there, Mary Ella Everson (b. 1873) and Richard Chester Everson (b. 1878).  Josiah and Martha Bonney 

continued to live in the house until their deaths. Martha (Cobb) Bonney died in the Bonney House in 1887, and Josiah 

Bonney died in the Bonney House in 1900. Richard A. Everson “went into his father’s sawmill and box board and shingle 

manufactory… he also followed his trade of shoemaking at various intervals. Mr. Everson has long been active in the 

development of the cranberry growing industry, and he is a large owner of cranberry bogs, and a member of a number of 

the cranberry sales companies. He also manufactures a cranberry picker known as the Cape Cod Champion Cranberry 

Picker, his own invention. He is a stockholder and director of the New England Cranberry Sales Company. His varied 

interests are indicative of his enterprise and versatile mind, and the success he has made in his different undertakings 

shows his executive force. He was a member of the United American Mechanics when the association was strong in this 

section. In political preference he is a Republican, in religion a believer in Spiritualism”. 

When Mary R. (Bonney) Everson inherited her father’s home in 1900, she already had a family home with her husband 

Richard A. Everson on Main Street in Hanson. Therefore, she rented the home from 1901 until 1912 to her son, Richard 

Chester Everson, who needed a family home after his marriage to Lena Maria Hill in 1901. In 1912, Mary R. (Bonney) 

Everson officially sold the property to her son Richard Chester Everson, who had been born in the house. Richard C. 

Everson was “in the trucking and teaming business”, and his only daughter, Evelyn Mildred Everson, was born at the 

Bonney House on 1 November 1912. Around 1915, the house and land was sold to Plymouth County in preparation for 



the construction of the Plymouth County Hospital. When the Plymouth County Hospital for tuberculosis patients opened 

in 1919, the Bonney house served as a home for the seven nurses who worked at the hospital (matron Martha D. 

Woodworth, assistant matron Ethel Ernest, attendant Maude C. Hitchcock, and assistants Caroline S. Richardson, Frances  
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                                                                           The Bonney House 

C. Rogers, Anna A. Ramsey, and Caroline E. Lavoie). By 1932, the house was still a nurses residence, though as the 

hospital expanded in later years, it may have served other administrative needs. 

Since the Plymouth County Hospital closed in 1992, the Bonney house and other buildings on the hospital property have 

fallen into disrepair, and is now owned by the town. Last year, the roof of the Bonney House was repaired through 

Hanson CPA funds, and hopefully further efforts can be achieved to preserve the Bonney House for future generations. 

 

Citations: Hanson Vital Records; Bonney and Everson family Plymouth County deeds; Joseph Bartlett White’s History of Houses in 

Hanson, Mass. (1932) Plan No. 6, House No. 59, 61; Hanson Town Maps of 1830, 1856, 1879, 1903; Richard A. Everson Sketch, 

Representative Men And Old Families of Southeastern Families, Vol. 3 (Chicago: J.H. Beers & Co., 1912) P. 1209; Census records for 

Bonney and Everson families. 
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The Strawberry Festival, 2012 
 
The Hanson Historical Society Strawberry Festival was held on Friday, June 15

th
, 2012.  Last year we had about 130 

people attend. This year we had 167 people come through to buy strawberry shortcakes.  We did quite well.  We 
purchased the strawberries from Lamberts in Brockton and Heidi's donated one ice cream container to us. 
        

 Patty Norton 

 

                     

 

                                       

 



                                       
                                           

 

                                    Maning the receipts is Edna Howland with a customer. The strawberry shortcakes are 

                                                                  being prepared by Kathy Bergeron & Melinda Barclay 
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Around Town, Monponsett 

 

                   
             

            The Monponsett Hotel                                                      Hotel Monponsett 

 



 

                         

 

             Point Hotel, Monponsett                                                The Narrows, Monponsett 

 

 

The Hanson Historical Society 

P.O. BOX 52 

Hanson, MA 02341. 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Yes! I want to support the Hanson Historical Society by becoming a member with my annual dues-April thru 



November. The membership fee is due in April. 

 

NAME: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

STREET:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

TOWN:________________________________STATE______________ZIP______________ 

 

 

PHONE:____(____)______________________ EMAIL:________________________________ 

 

RENEWAL:_____________________________ NEW MEMBER:_____________________ 

 

Individual $7.00__________________ Family $10.00______________ Business:_____________ 

 

 

Date:_____________          Thank You! 

 

                               

                             Mail your check made out to the Hanson Historical Society 

               & mail to: Hanson Historical Society, P.O. Box #52, Hanson, MA 02341. 

 


