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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENTS:    

The May Annual Meeting, with our Bonji's turkey dinner, was successful. Everyone had a great meal and to gauge from people 

I've talked to since, found the speaker quite entertaining. As usual, the “leftovers” were donated to a grateful Hanson Senior 

Center. Our thanks to the many members who helped setup, carved turkeys, prepared, served food and cleaned up afterward. 

The event would not be possible without them. Our next major non-meeting event, one of our two annual fund raisers, will be 

the Strawberry Festival, Friday, June 15th. Prep night will be Thursday, June 14th --- all help welcomed. As always, we are 

requesting members to bake shortcakes/biscuits for the event. This is a rain or shine event so we will hope for good weather. 

Hope everyone has a great and safe summer. 

                                                                      Annual turkey dinner at Camp Kiwanee 

 

                                                       

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CRANLAND AIRPORT 

Cranland Airport in Hanson, Massachusetts was established on March 1, 1961. It is located on Route 58 in Hanson at the 

railroad crossing. Cranland is a public airport used for small planes, having one runway and averaging around 100 flights per 

week. There has been one recent fatality at the airport. On August 1, 2007 a small plane crashed close to the runway. The 63 

year old pilot died on the scene. Crandland Airport is still operating today. 

                                            

                                                                                        

                                          

http://www.rootsweb.com/~machanso/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~machanso/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~machanso/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~machanso/


                                                                                   THE  HANSON TUNK                                                                                                         Page 2 

 

KING OF SLIDES 

By:  Melinda Barclay 

 

Hanson resident, Jimmy Slyde has gone down in history as 

one of the most legendary tap dancers of all time. James 

Titus Godbolt, known as Jimmy Slyde or the “King of 

Slides”, was born in Atlanta, Georgia on October 2, 1927. 

He moved to Massachusetts at the age of three. Jimmy 

began taking tap lessons at the age of twelve at Stanley 

Brown‟s Dance Studio. He also studied and took violin 

lessons at the New England Conservatory of music. While 

there, he met stars like Bill "Bojangles" Robinson. Shortly 

after, Jimmy formed the duo “The Slyde Brothers” with his 

fellow student and friend, Jimmy “Sir Slyde” Mitchell. 

Jimmy Slyde was nicknamed “Slyde” in reference to the 

way he would slide and glide so effortlessly across the dance 

floor, as if he was on ice. He had impeccable timing. Jimmy 

himself stated that he never followed routine dances. He was 

strictly sound orientated and let his body create music, 

favoring bebop.   

 

 

            

                        

 

During the 1940‟s and the early 1950‟s, Slyde toured the 

United States with the big bands. He was recognized for his 

unique tap style combined with jazz. He performed regularly 

with legends like Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington and 

Count Basie. In the 1960‟s, Jimmy moved to Paris, where he 

toured all over Europe for six years.  

Slyde was noted for his roles in films such as The Cotton 

Club, Tap, and Round Midnight. He collaborated with Steve 

Condos on a magnificent improvisation of jazz tap at the 

Smithsonian. In 1989, Slyde received a Tony Award 

nomination for his Broadway debut in the New York and 

Paris productions of the musical, Black and Blue.  Jimmy 

received a few significant lifetime recognitions, including 

the NEA National Heritage Fellowship Award in 1999, the 

Charles "Honi" Coles Award in 2001 and the Guggenheim 

Fellowship for Choreography in 2003. 

Jimmy was actively involved in inspiring young dancers and 

musicians, even teaching in Paris, Switzerland and Brazil. 

He was a resident of Hanson, Massachusetts when he passed 

away on May 16, 2008. I personally will remember Jimmy 

as being vibrant and full of life, always seeming to walk 

with a little pep in his step and always, with a smile on his 

face. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_%22Honi%22_Coles
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/7/7d/Jimmy_Slyde.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/7/7d/Jimmy_Slyde.jpg
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HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY CALENDAR  2012                             

  held at School House #4 unless otherwise stated 

 

 

June 7
th
                                  7:00 p.m. 

Speaker: Les Molyneaux  presenting 

 “South Hanover thru the lens of Thomas Drew” 

 

 

June 14
th
                                           about 5:30 p.m. 

Strawberry Prep. Night 

 

June 15
th
    Strawberry Festival              5:00 p.m. to 8:00 

p.m. 

 

August 2
nd

  meeting              7:00 p.m. 

Speaker:  James Benson 

Speaking on his book “Brockton Revisited” 

 

September 6
th

 
        

                                   7:00 p.m. 

Speaker: Melinda Barclay 

Speaking on Hanson summer resident and 

famous entrepreneur, Albert Burrage             

 

September 15
th
 Rain date 16

th
               9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Harvest Fair & Craft Show 

 

October 4
th

 
 
meeting               7:00 p.m. 

Speaker: TBA 

 

November 1
st
 meeting             6: 30 p.m. 

Pot luck Supper at Thomas Mill 

 

 

 

 
                

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                 HANSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

                         BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

                               2011- 2012 

 

               John & Patty Norton     -   Co-Presidents 

                                tel # 781 294-8645 

               e-mail: pnorton31@comcast.net 

 
            Allan Clemons                     Vice President 

            Cathy Bergeron                    Secretary 

            Richard & Betsy Blake        Treasurer   

            Mary Blauss Edwards          Webmaster/Curator 

            Melinda Barclay                   Director at Large 

            Bruce Young                         Member at large 

            Mark Vess                             Member at large 

 

 

 
 

                        Reverend Gad Hitchcock  

                               1719-1803 

 

mailto:pnorton31@comcast.net
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Indian Deeds, Lore and Legends 

By: Bruce Young 

 

In past columns we have mentioned only in passing the 

Native Americans who once lived, roamed, and hunted on 

the area we now call Hanson, long before the coming of the 

Europeans to this Continent. In this edition we will cover 

how and when these lands left Indian possession as well as 

some of the history and legends surrounding the native 

peoples of this area that have carried forward for many 

generations.  

 

In the early 1600‟s, the vast amount of land that now 

contains the towns of Hanson, Pembroke among others was 

in dispute between Massasoit, sachem of the Wampanoag 

Tribe and Chickatawbut, sachem of the Massachusetts tribe. 

In those days it was said that Indians were said to have an 

intuitive sense of the friendly or unfriendly disposition of a 

person toward their race, and they developed a special creed 

that “good ought to be rewarded with good.” This was 

especially true of Chickatawbut, and neither he nor his 

descendants were a fighting race, and they were especially 

fond of the English. There is no evidence of any formal 

transfer of land to the English when Boston was settled, but 

Chickatawbut never made any objection to their coming. On 

the contrary he seemed to welcome their presence, and to 

put himself under their patronage. “Such is the tenure of the 

white man‟s home on this ancient soil in the Massachusetts 

Colony”.  

 

When Chickatawbut died, he left two sons, Wampatuck, 

called by the English “Josias” and Scumuck who was called 

by English “Daniel”. Being minors at the time of their 

father‟s death, councilors were appointed to look after their 

affairs till Josias was old enough to assume the reins of 

government as chief sachem of the Massachusetts Country. 

From this time on the Indian deeds became numerous, 

particularly those which confirm titles to property 

transferred by Chickatawbut in the early settlement of the 

country.  

 

In 1653, Josias Wampatuck for compensation of 14 pounds 

gave acknowledgement of full satisfaction to the Town of 

Scituate for two vast parcels of land, one from the mouth of 

the North River to the source to the source of Indian Head 

River and the Indian Head Pond to the middle of Accord 

Pond. The second lot was on the east side of the North River 

and included what was known as the “Two Mile” district in 

North Marshfield and the “Two Mile” in North Pembroke. 

Then in 1658 is recorded the sale of Nantasket for a  

 

 

„valuable consideration”. Finally on July 9, 1662 was 

executed the famous deed of the “Major‟s Purchase” with 

Sachem Josias Wampatuck as the “Grantor” and Major 

Josiah Winslow as the “Grantee”. For local Historians this 

purchase has always generated more interest than any other 

that was originally a part of the Pembroke area. This vast 

area encompassed an area bounded by the lands of Plymouth 

and Duxbury on one side and of Bridgewater on the other, 

and extended North and South from the lands formerly 

purchased by Capt. Thomas Southworth unto the Great 

Ponds of Mattkeesett. Exempted from this grant however, 

were a thousand acres of land in and around the great 

Pembroke Ponds, which the Sachem Wampatuck retained 

for his son, and George Wamps an Indian Chief man of the 

“Mattakeesis” Indian Plantation.  The Thousand acres 

retained by the heirs of Wampatuck is said to have begun at 

the south bound of what is now Hanson at the Indian Head 

Pond, following what was known as the old road that 

formerly ran eastward around the south side of Sandy 

Bottom Pond to the brook at Furnace Pond . It encompassed 

the Indian settlement in the fields north of Furnace Pond, 

however the western boundary of the lands retained by the 

Indians is uncertain. Just when Josias Wampatuck passed on 

is not known but his death has been estimated to have 

occurred between 1668 and 1673. From that time on his son 

Josias 2
nd

 is the Grantor in all-future deeds and is called by 

the English “Charles”. So we will bring to an end our brief 

history of how and when the land on which we now reside 

was purchased from the Native Americans of this area. We 

will now end this article with some Indian history and 

Legends involving the decendents of Wampatuck and others 

of the Great Pembroke Ponds area.   

 

The first legend, involves how Monument Island in Oldham 

Pond got its name. Once long ago while being attacked by a 

hostile tribe, many Mattakeesett Indians were killed or taken 

prisoners. Among the prisoners was a Sachem who 

afterwards was given his freedom, if he could swim for it. 

Plunging into the pond he began his race for life while the 

treacherous arrows flew thick around him and on him, till at 

last overcome by exhaustion and wounds, he sank beneath 

the waters never to rise again. As a memorial to his 

martyrdom, the remaining Indians built a cairn of stones, 

which grew into the island now in the pond. Thus the name 

“Monument” island has stuck to this land ever since.  

 

Queen Patience the Great Granddaughter of Chickatawbut 

Sachem of the Massachusetts Tribe lived for many years on 

the peninsula called Joshua‟s Point, which juts out into 

Furnace Pond. Her husband, Washita great chief of 

(cont. on page 5)                         
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(cont. from page 4) 

the Mattakeesetts, before he died, felt his end approaching and called his queen to him and said. “The Great Spirit calls me to 

the happy hunting grounds above. The spirit of my father awaits me. Call my daughter Ertil that I may look on her sweet face 

once more. Put on my warriors dress, my crown of feathers, and belt of wampum that I may stand before the Great Spirit as 

Chief of the Mattakeesetts, and when I die, bathe my body in the waters of the pond which will remove all outward impurity, 

and so shall the Great Spirit of which it is a symbol wash away all sin from my soul.” 

                                                

                                              View of Mattakeesett Pond overlooking Monument Island 

 

 Deep and voiceless was the grief of Queen Patience and her daughter Ertil as they bore their beloved Washita over the quiet 

water and left him to sleep under the dark silent pines, while his spirit journeyed on to the happy hunting grounds above. 

Before another year was up, Washita came back from the happy hunting grounds and took away with him his daughter Ertil, a 

lovely girl of twenty summers and the pride and delight of her people. Queen Patience, or Sunny eye as she was also called 

was then left to rule alone over the Mattakeesetts. She still continued to live on Joshua‟s point overlooking the graves of her 

husband and daughter, and every new moon she carried in her canoe, corn venison, and flowers which she laid on upon their 

grave, and sitting beside them in the lonely forest she chanted the wild Indian lament and recounted to the listening stars the 

brave deeds of Washita and the beauty and sweetness of her faded Rose.  

                                                   

             Artifact found by local resident on Mattakeesett St. It is said by local historians that the local natives would                           

imprint  their pottery with sea shells which explain the sea shell shaped print on the object. 

 

In later years when wigwams went out of fashion, Queen Patience was forced to conform to the commonplace ways of living. 

She even drew her allotment yearly of one hundred herring from the great Pembroke Herring run, like any other woman 

householder of Pembroke, and when she died in 1788 her funeral was attended by the minister of the First Church of 

Pembroke.  

Thanks to the histories of the Hanson and Pembroke area compiled many years ago by such notables as William Bryant, 

Francis Hersey, Susan Smith, and Mercer Tillson, for making this article possible. 
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OLD TIME GENERAL STORE 

By: Melinda Barclay 

During the Revolutionary War, Alexander Soper owned and 

operated a store and tavern at the junction of Bonney Hill 

and Main St., in Hanson, Massachusetts. For many years, it 

was the popular hangout for local men.  In 1874, William 

Herbert Keane moved from East Bridgewater to zero High 

Street in Hanson. He took over Soper‟s Tavern, setting up a 

grocery store on the site. Soper moved his store to a 

different location, his home on Spring St. William‟s son, 

Herbert inherited the business and continued serving Hanson 

until 1921. The store was a meeting place for local men to 

gather and smoke out of their pipes and chew tobacco. It 

was also a great place to discuss town politics and settle any 

local affairs.  

 

 

                 Soper’s Tavern, Spring St. 

The front of the store had counters lined up on both sides 

with board floors, and an iron stove set up alongside a long 

bench. All of the goods came in crates, barrels or boxes. 

Large grain bags were piled along the walls. In the summer, 

customers would see fly papers spread throughout the store. 

The candy counter contained trays of licorice, peppermint 

patties and horehound drops. 

                           

                                         Keane’s Store  

  In the backroom, you would find New Orleans molasses 

and vinegar in large barrels with spigots on the ends. 

Customers could bring in their own quart jugs from to be 

filled up. Locals would come in to purchase the creamiest 

butter in town for just 34 cents. They could also exchange 

eggs for coffee, flour or sugar.  The Keane family owned 

operated the store until 1921. 

                         

                           Zero High Street 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

       

      Wells Elliots traveling photography studio 

 

              U.S. CENSUS REPORT                         

               Town of Hanson, Mass. 

                       1850- 1,217 

                       1900- 1,455 

                       1950- 3,264 

                       2000- 9,495 

                       2010- 10,209 
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The Hamlin’s 

Eleazar Hamlin built his home on 131 Holmes St. in 

Hanson, Mass. before 1740. He had 17 children, four of 

which were named Europe, Asia, Africa, and America. 

When Mrs. Hamlin passed away in 1769, the house was 

sold. Several of the Hamlin children moved to Maine.  

During President Abraham Lincoln‟s first term, Hannibal 

Hamlin of Paris, Maine served as Vice President. Vice 

President Hamlin was a descendent of  Eleazar Hamlin. 

 

 

                         

                           Hannibal Hamlin 

                        

 

                              

 

 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bc/Hannibal_Hamlin,_photo_portrait_seated,_c1860-65-retouched-crop.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bc/Hannibal_Hamlin,_photo_portrait_seated,_c1860-65-retouched-crop.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bc/Hannibal_Hamlin,_photo_portrait_seated,_c1860-65-retouched-crop.jpg


The Hanson Historical Society 

P.O. BOX 52 

Hanson, MA 02341. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Yes! I want to support the Hanson Historical Society by becoming a member with my annual dues-

April thru November. The membership fee is due in April. 

 

NAME:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STREET:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

TOWN:________________________________STATE______________ZIP_________________ 

 

PHONE:____(____)______________________ EMAIL:________________________________ 

 

RENEWAL:_____________________________NEW MEMBER:_________________________ 

 

Individual $7.00__________________ Family $10.00______________ Business:_____________ 

 

 

Date:_____________          Thank You! 

 

                               Mail your check made out to the Hanson Historical Society 

                      & mail to: Hanson Historical Society, P.O. Box #52, Hanson, MA 02341. 
  



 

 

 

 

 

                       

                    

                           

 

 

             



 

 

 









 

 



 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

       

 

             

 

                  

 

 

                  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

           

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 


